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Advertiſement. 


T may not be improper to acquaint 

the Reader, that the Author in- 
tends a ſecond Diſſertation upon hereti- 
cal Opinions, ſhewing the Mature of 
Hereſy, the principal Cauſes of reli- 
gious Errors, and in what Reſpects 
they are innocent or finfull, with an 
Anſwer to ſome Excuſes, which are 
generally urged · by falſe Chriſtians, as 
well as avowed Unbelievers. 
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Page 1. line 7. and p. 4. 1. 3. for Idendity, 
read Identity, P. 5. I. 3. for Repetions 
read Repetitions. P. 16. in the Notes, for 
J. Higuis read F. Itigius. P. 41. at the Bot- 
tom, for no it read it no, P. $0. far For- 
tune's Caprice, read capricious Fortune, 
P. 56. 1. 25. for Denomination. read Deno- 
minations. P. 68. I. 15. for require. read 
requires. and 1. 19. for and though it be 
granted, that ſome of them read ſome Truths 
P. 85. I. 12. for do not read does not P. 


Rerum Pondera minutiſſimis — it, but how far do theſe 
School Divine: fall ſhort of the other Part of Senecas Character, quod 


abundant dulcibus Vitiis.— Inſtead of abounding in agreeable F aults, 


their very Learning fometimes creates Diſpuft, and ſavours ſo much 
of Pedantick ¶ Fedt ation, that it is rather a Diſgrace than Ornament 
10 its Profeſſors, —Quintil. Lib, 10. c. 1. 


7 H E 


CONTENTS. 


| SE cer. 1. Page 
T | mot 


SE CT. H. 

A Shetch. of heretical Opinions, which prevail. 
ed in the threefirſt Centuries, till the * 
7 Conſtantine. | 

'S FB, MF 

Various Opinions, which diſturbed the Peace gf 

the Church, from the Days of Conſtantine, 


ail rhe Eftabliſhment of Poper. 20 
| S.E C T. IV. 
The principal Errors and Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome. 33 
. 
Monkery and School-Divinity be Sources of 
many Errors. 44 
38 CF. 


The Reformation the happy. Means of Dl 


rance from the Errors of the Church of Rome, 
but not without its Blemiſhes. $2 


er. Vis 

The Multiplicity of religious Errors no Grounds of 
Objection againſt the Truth / Chriſtianity. 60 
SECT. 


1 THE CONTENTS 


S E © T. VIII. 
No Proof that the S criptures are too dark and 


obſcurt to be a ſufficient Rule of Faith oh 


© Manners. 
BH :C+ ©, 


No Proof of the Neceſſity of a ſupreme Judge, or 


- infallible Interpreter in religious Controver- 


foes. I 
Þ Eo  - r 

Errors in Religion not inconſiſtent with che Pro 

miſes of Scripture, but truly agreeable to the 

expreſs Declarations of it. "+ 


Ne . 


No Argument, that Proteſtants have not fu Ni. 


ent Helps for the ri gh Underſtanding of the 
Scriptures. * 81 


8 ECT. MC. 


No Reaſon for the Obſtruftion of Free Enquiry, 


nor for the Uſe of Compulſive Meaſures. 86 
ie . 

No Reaſons for impeaching the Wiſdom or 

Goodneſs of God, or the moral Excellence of 


human Nature. 23 0C 62 92_ 


en.. 


The Concluſion, with Inferences from the 


Whole. | 96 


A-\ 


DISSRrATATEER 


© 


UPON 


HERETICAL OPINIONS, &c. 


S.ECT. I. 


The DESIGN. 


HE Conſtitution of human Nature 

has been always the ſame, in all 

Countries, and in all Ages of the 

World; Even the Drver/ity of 

Opinions, which prevail amongſt Men, is ſo 
far from being any reaſonable Oęjection againſt 
this e/ential Idendity, that it is a diſtinguiſhing 
Proof of it, and ſhews, that, though We are 
rational, yet We are weak and fallible Crea- 
tures of the ſame Complexion: All Hiſtory ſets 
before Us a perpetual Revolution of Sentiments, 
a kind of Flux and Reflux in the Minds, as 
well as Actions of Men; If the Scene changes, 
it ſoon revives, and the ſame Face of things 
appears again, perhaps in ſome reſpects, with 
a different Air, but with many ſtriking Marks 
B of 
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of Reſemblance; How often do We ſee one 
Syſtem riſtng, decaying, and out of its Ruins 
another ſpringing up, which is again ſucceed- 
ed by ſome Principles of near AMfinity to the 
Firſt, inſomuch that one Period of Time is a 
kind of Comment upon another ? 

If a Man, ſays Lord Bacon, conſiders the 
Univerſe and the Fabrick of it, this Globe of 
Earth with 1he Men upon it, and their buſy Mo- 
tions, (excepting always the DiviNENEss OP 
SoULs) will not ſeem to him much more conſide- 
rable than an Hillock of Ants, whereon ſome 
creep up and down with their Corn, others with 
their Eggs, others empty; all, about a very /t- 
tle Heap of Duſt. * 

It might be. thought ſtrange perhaps by 
ſome, that ſuch a Maſs of Corruption, ſuch a 
Chaos of Abſurdities could be collected or 
blended together by rational Creatures, if there 
was any ſure Criterion, any fixed determinate 
Standard for the Inve/tigation of Truth. 

This is a Matter of great Triumph to the 
Sceptick, who is vain enough to ſet up a ſelf- 
deſtructive Scheme, to prove by his own De- 
ductions, that Reaſon is of little or no Force 
even in its beſt Enquiries, and by his own pre- 
tended Evidences of Truth, that there is no 


Advancement of Learning, c. 8. 
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folid Foundation, upon which Truth can ſtand 
with Strength and Security : In all Ages, how 
many Pyrrhoni/ts and minute Philoſophers, an- 
cient as well as modern, have endeavoured to 
overturn all Diſtinctions between Right and 
Wrong, good and evil, Certainty and Uncertain- 
ty, and to ſport even with Demonſtration itſelf, 
as a falſe and delufive Ligiit, rather tending to 
amuſe or dazzle the Imaginations of Men, than 
to illuminate or convince their Underſtandings? 
With Men of this Caſt, ever doubting and 
denying, though dogmatically aſſerting their own 
Notions, Religion never fails to be treated with 
Contempt and Ridicule: They appeal to Fatts, 
and tell us, that there is ſuch a Multiplicity 
of diſagreeing Sentiments amongſt Men, the 
learned as well as the unlearned, that in ſo 
thick a Covert, Truth, if it does exiſt, is no 
where to be found, and that it is in vain for 
human Reaſon to ſtrive to make its Way 
through ſuch a dark and inextricable Maze of 
Errors: The Diſparity of Opinions, and the 
many Diviſions, which abound among all Re- 
ligioniſts, is a favourite Topick of Declamation, 
and is often ſet off by Unbehevers with very 
high artificial Floauriſbes; but though the Pre- 
miſes are allowed to be true, what unjuſt and 
inconclufive Arguments are drawn from them ? 
Exceptions of this kind were of an early Date, 
B 2 and 
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and the Anſwers given to Them were not leſs 
ancient; Clemens of Alexandria confeſſes, that 
there was no Harmony, no Idendity of Opi- 
nion amongſt either Fews or Gentiles, Phileſo- 
phers or Phyſicians , but he very judiciouſly re- 
plies, that the Growth of Herefies was fore- 
told by our Lord himſelf, that Truth, though 
often hard to be diſcerned, would amply re- 
compenſe the Labour of finding it; how ridi- 
culous, ſays he, would it be for the Traveller 
not to go his Journey, becauſe there are many 
Craſi-Mays, which may poſſibly miſlead him ? 
Or for the Huſbandman not to till his Ground, 
becauſe Weeds grow up together with the 
Plants? Theſe are juſt and appofite Alluſions, 
and from hence he infers, that though there 
be various Sefs, and Differences of Opinion 
amongſt Chriſtians, yet theſe ought rather to 
quicken than diſcourage cur Purſuits after 
that which is Truth indeed. With modern 
Unbelievers, nothing is more common than to 
rake into the Aſhes of Antiquity, and to make 
uſe of ſtale Objections as their own ; But a new 
Mint cannot give a fter/ing Value to old adulte- 
rated Coin: Theſe great Refiners may poſſibly 
have Art enough to work off the Ruff, but 
their falſe Varniſb cannot change the Nature 


* ow; ein The bre 8015 d Stromat. Lib. 7. p. 733. 


— See Cave's Life of Irene. 
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Heretical Opinion. 5 
and Relation of Things; Both the Arguments 
and the Anſwers to them are ſtill the ſame ; 
and ten thouſand Repetions of the Former will 
not weaken the Force and Validity of the Lat- 
ter : The Impreſſion is ſtruck too deep to be 
obliterated by any thin ſuperficial Colourings. 
How often do we find the Zealots of the 
Church of Rome making Uſe of this evaſive 
Plea, that there are perpetual Diſſentions and 
Diviſions amongſt Chriſtians of all Denomi- 
nations, except Themſelves ? And in this Con- 
fidence of Boaſting, they pretend, that theirs 
muſt neceſſarily be the only true Catholick 
Church, and that there certainly muſt be one 
ſupreme infallible Fudge in religious Contro- 
verſies, one determinate Center of Unity, the 
only true Preſervative of Peace and Concord: 
In this reſpect, how nearly does the Spirit of 
Popery and Infidelity agree with each other ? 
Almoſt all the Deiſtical Writings are full of 
this Complaint, that there is no Uniformity of 
Opinion about the Doctrines and Precepts of 
the Goſpel : Lord Herbert lays this as a heavy 
Charge upon Revealed Religion, and urges it 
as a reaſonable Motive for adhering to his ive 
Articles, in which, he ſays, all are aniverſally 
agreed: Who, ſays another, of the ſame Claſs,* 


* Netes on Phileſtratus, Ch, Bl. Lib. 1. c. 1. & Lib. 1. c. 16. 


will 
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will beheve Witneſſes on their own Words, if 
they diſagree in their Teſtimony ? Men one Sect 
upbraids another's Folly, a Wiſe Man diſcerning 
the Folly of both, comes to the Knowledge of 
Truth.--- And a late Right Honorable Writer 
paces in the ſame Trammels, I am ſure, lays 
he, that Experience from the firſt Promulgation 
of Chriſtianity to this Hour ſhews abundantly 
with how much Eaſe and Succeſs, the moſt op- 
poſite, the moſt extravagant, nay the moſt impious 
Opinions, and the net contradictory Faiths may 
be founded on the ſame Text, and plaujibly be 
defended by the ſame Authority. * 

It is the Deſign of the following Treatiſe 
to invalidate the Force of theſe pretended Oë- 


jections, not by denying the Facts, which are 


indeed too well confirmed by the whole Te- 
nor of Church Hiſtory, which informs us, 'that 
there always were men of erroneous Principles, 
of corrupt Minds, and reprobate concerning the 
Faith; but by ſhewing that theſe perverſe Diſ- 
putings of Men are no Arguments againſt the 
Truth, or the ſtanding Evidences of it, and 
that in ſome reſpects they rather ſtrengthen 
than weaken the divine Authority of the Goſ- 
pel, ----I ſhall therefore firſt, draw out the 
Charge at length, in its full Blaze of Evi- 


® Lord Bolingbroze, v. 1. p. 179. 
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Heretical Opinions. 7 
dence, without the leaſt Diſguiſe or Extenua- 
tion, from whence it will appear what a Train 
of Errors have conſtantly infeſted the Church 
of Chriſt in all the ſeveral Periods of it; and 
from this View of Things (though a melan- 
choly Proſpect indeed) I ſhall proceed in the 
next place to ſhew, that theſe Corruptions of 
Chriſtianity are no Grounds at all for the falſe 
Pretences of Popery or Infidelity. Perhaps the 
Wound when laid open, may be the ſooner 
healed and the more eafily cleanſed from all 
its Filth and Gangrene. 

One of the nobleſt Uſes, ſays a learned Writer, 
which can be made of Chriſtian Antiquities, would 
be to learn Wiſdom, and Union and Moderation 


from the Faults, Indiſcretions and Follies, — and 
from the Prudence, Charity and Piety of our Pre- 


deceſſors ; to obſerve carefully what was good, and 
what was blameable in remoter Ages, and thence 
to improve ourſelves as we are a Chriſtian Nation, 
by removing the Blemiſhes and Defects, from 
which perhaps we are not free, and by adopting 
every Thing commendable, which ue may have 
neglected. 


* Jortin's Preface to his Remarks upon Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 
Vol. 1. p. 10, 11. 
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8:8 CT. N. 


A Sketch of ſome heretical Opinions, which 
prevailed in the three firſt Centuries till the 
Reign of Conſtantine: 


HE coming of falſe Prophets and falſe 
Teachers were fo far from being unex- 
pected Events, that They were expreſſly fore- 
told both by Chr:/t and his Apoſtles ; and agree- 
ably to theſe Predictions, the Myſtery of Ini- 
quity began to work betimes ; The bleſſed Light 
of the Goſpel was overſpread with the dark 
Shades of Error, almoſt as quick as the Suc- 
ceſſion of Night after Day. 

The Tews, to whom the ſacred Oracles 
were firit preached, were wanting in no 
means, nor Artifices, which a perverſe and 
ſtubborn Generation could poſſibly deviſe, to 
ſtop their Progreſs and to make the Command- 
ments of God of none Effect by their Traditions; 
Even They, who were not hardened againſt 
all Conviction, ſtill inherited the Genius and 
Complexion of their Forefathers, who could 
not forget the Leeks, the Onions and the Gar- 
lick of Egypt, theſe half-Converts, though they 
could not reſiſt the aſtoniſhing Power of the 
Goſpel, were poſſeſſed with a Fudaiging Spirit, 


which 
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which catched hold of their Affections, and 
would not permit them to thtow off their 
Fondneſs for Circumciſion and the carnal Ordi- 
nances of the Law. 

Theſe partial Attachments foon became the 
Cauſes of many Diviftons itt the Churches of 
Rome, Galatia, and Corinth. The Minds of 
many, though well- diſpoſtd Chriftians, were 
corrupted; even ſome of the apoſtles them- 
ſelves were ſtaggered in their Belief, and in 
much Doubt, whether ſome ritual Obſervan- 
ces of the Law might not occafionally be ins 
tetmixed with the pure and fpiritual Precepts 
of the Goſpel. This was the firſt Controverſy, 
that was ſtarted in the Chriſtian Church ; a 
folemn Council was held at Feruſalem upon 
this important Subject, and the whole Pro- 
ceſs was carried on, not like the Councils of 
After- ages, with Heat and Acrimony, but with 
Temper and Moderation; and it was foon 
brought to a final Deciſion, without the leaſt 
Whiſper of Diſcontent, in perfect Harmony 
and Love. | 

When the Goſpel enlarged its Boundaries, 
and its pure and heavenly Seed was ſown a- 
mong the Gentiles, this new Soil was likewiſe 
overran with a great Abundance of Tares and 


Weeds. 
A. D. 49. 
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Theſe primitive Ages are called by ſome, 
the Glory and Flower of Chriſtianity; the 
Church of theſe Days is ſtiled by Hege/ippus, 
the uncorrupt and Virgin Church; but, even in 
this firſt Infancy of the Goſpel, many Here- 
ſies ſprang up, which defiled the Purity and 
Perfection of the Chriſtian Faith. We find 
by ſome Fragments of Hege/ippus* himſelf, that 
the Body of Chriſt was ſoon rent aſunder by 
Jactious Spirits and novel Devices. This an- 
tient apoſtolical Man, as He is characterized by 
Photius, expreſſly aſſerts, that Thebuthis, be- 
cauſe He was not made a Biſbop, was the Firſt 
who began to vitiate the Doctrines of Chriſt. 
But of this Perſon We hear but little in all 
the Remains of Antiquity, and may reaſonably 


conclude, either that his Notions died with 


him, or were ſwallowed up in the great Gulph 
of other Hereſies. | 

We may with more colour of Reaſon be- 
lieve, that Simon Magus ſtood foremoſt in the 
long Liſt of Herefarchs : This great Magician 
had a numerous Offspring, who perhaps did 
not riſe to the ſame Pitch of Impiety in all 


* Euſeb. Lib. 4. c. 22. 

d Hegeſippus ſpoke this of the Church of Jeruſalem in par- 
ticular, which Euſebius attributes to the whole Church. See 
Valefius's Notes. Euſeb. Lib. 3. c. 32. 

© pos Te unf A ammnngs—Photius Biblio. Cod. 232. 

* Simon Magus is ſaid to come to Rome in the Time of 
Claudius. — A. D. 41. 
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reſpects, but much reſembled him in many of 
their Features; and trod nearly in the ſame 
Steps, though they might deviate from him in 
ſome peculiar Inſtances. The chief Abettors 
of his Tenets were the Gnoſticks, who are con- 
ſidered by ſome antient Writers, as a parti- 
cular Sect united in one Sytem; but as the Ac- 
counts of them are not always uniform and 
conſiſtent, but marked with ſome Diſtinctions 
and Diverſities of Opinion, it is more reaſon- 
able to think, that ſeveral Species of Here- 
ticks aſſumed to themſelves the pompous Ti- 
tle of Gno/tichs, according to the original Sig- 
nification of the Word, through a vain Pre- 
tence to much Wiſdom and Knowledge. 

It has been computed, that there were not 
leſs than ten Branches of this Hereſy, © whoſe 
Principles did not all exactly ſquare with each 
other, though they had many wild extrava- 
gant Fictions common to all. In the moſt eſ- 
ſential Points of Religion, what abſurd No- 
tions did they entertain concerning the Deity, 
whom they ſtrangely divided and ſubdivided? 
and concerning the Incarnation of Chriſt, whom 


* Fpiphanius, Tertullian and others, 

> Epiphan. Hzr. 27. c. 1. 

© Simon, Menander, Saturnilus, Baſilides, Nicolaus, Carpo- 
crates, Valentinus, Colobarſus, Ptolemzus and Secundus. — 
Vide Petavii Animadverſiones in Epiphanii Opus ad Hzreſin 
26 Gnoſticorum p. 45. 
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they ſuppoſed to paſs through the Body of the th 
Virgin Mary, as through a Pipe or Conduit ? f a 
Nor were their Opinions of the Ręſurrectian = 
and future Judgment leſs fantaſtical. In fa- 85 
your of their own Inventions, they forged ma- q A 
ny Apocryphal Books, and held them as ſacred = © 
as the Word of God; but the true Scriptures 1 4 fo 
how did they mangle and torture, according to ; le 
their own capricious Humours? * Some re- th 
ceived only a Part of St. Matthew's Goſpel, f H 
ſome rejected the whole, and indeed all the ; fic 
Evangelical Writings : Nor were © St. Paul's | P 
Epiſiles treated with leſs Contempt; all were m 
forced to give Way to their own ſpurious | 4 
Compoſitions, ſuch as the Go/þe/ according to = 
the Hebrews, the Goſpel of St. Philip, the Re- : th 
velations of Adam, the Goſpel of Perfection, the f te 
Book of the Prophet Barchabas. Nor were V1 
their moral Diſqui/itions leſs abſurd,: Many of f H 
them trampled under Foot the Laws of Rea- : W. 
fon, as well as Revelation : They recommend- fr. 
ed a Community of Wives, and the groſseſt Laſ- of 
crviwuſneſs, beyond all the Bounds of Sobriety, 4 by 
Modeſty, and Virtue. 4 of 
This Account, how monſtrous ſoever it may ; of 
appear, will be leſs aſtoniſhing, if we conſider 5 
The Cerdonians. * The Cerinthians and Carpocratians. 
© 'The Ebionites and Nazarenes, g ; 
n 


the 
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the Principles of the Valentinians, who were 
a Sort of Gnofficks pretending to great Refine- 
ments, and to reduce their Notizns into a re- 
gular and better compacted Syſtem than others: 
As though they had been admitted into the ſe- 
cret Councils of Heaven, and were able to un- 
fold the whole Order and Oeconomy of ca- 


leſtial Beings, what a ſtrange Theogony did 


they form? how much reſembling that of 
Heſiod? or rather, how did their wild Excur- 
fions of F ancy exceed the utmoſt Stretch of 
Poetical Invention, or even ſoar beyond the 
moſt extrayagant Flights and Sallies of the 
Jeuiſb Cabaliſis? | 

* According to their romantick Accounts, 


there were thirty ons, fifteen Male and fif- 


teen Female. In this imaginary Scale of di- 
vine Exiſtences, Bythos was ſuppoſed to be the 
Head, the moſt high and inefable Father, with 
whom was connected Charis and Szge, and 
from them deſcended a. gradual Subordination 
of Beings, all begotten in a natural Way, and 
by the collective and co-operating Influence 
of all, conſtituting the Pleroma, or Plenitude 
of the Godhead, What a patched Compoſi- 
tion of Divinity was this? Mere Platonic 
Ideas realized into Perſons? Or rather a Gene- 


See Lord King's Hiſtory of the Apoſtle's Creed, p. 98. 
briefly extracted · from the firſt Book of Jrenæus. 
alogy 
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alogy of Gods, no other than the Creatures of 
vain Imagination, ſtruck out of nothing but 
mere Chimeras. 

And upon this baſeleſs Fabrick of the Gods, 
what an abſurd Syſtem of moral Duty did 
theſe viſionary Schemiſts erect, without any 
eſſential Diſtinctions between Good and Evil, 
or any determinate Sanctions of Rewards and 
Puniſhments? They would not allow, that 
any Vice whatever could deſtroy ſpiritual Men, 
or that any Virtue could preſerve material Men, 
or that even the Animal! Kind had any Thing 
more to fear than bare Annihilation. This 
Hereſy was the fruitful Sourceof many others,* 
and in a particular Manner, Ptolemy is called 
by Ireneus, Floſculus Valentini Scholz. p. 3. 
Eraſmi Edit. 

But in this wide Field, it would be too te- 
dious to ſeparate all the Yeeds, which the vain 
and luxuriant Fancies of Men have planted in 
it. Concerning the Demiurgus, or Creation of 
the World, what various ill-digeſted Opinions. 
were entertained? Some aſcribed Eternity to 
the whole Syſtem of Nature; others imputed 
the original Formation of things to Angels 
only ; Some pretended, that there were eight 


2 Heracleon, Colobarſus, Marcus, Secundus. 
Simon Magus, Menander, Saturninus. Iren. Lib. 1. c. 21. 


different 


f 
It 
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different Heavens, each of which was governed 
by its particular Prince ;* others carried their 
Dreams to a much higher Pitch of Extra- 
vagance, that there were three Hundred and 
fixty-frve Heavens; and that the Angels of the 
laſt Heaven, being the ſtarry one, that is viſi» 
ble to us, created this inferior World, with the 
Inhabitants. thereof. 

There was a ſtrange Confuſion of Senti- 
ment, many heterogeneous Mixtures, Pagan 
and Chriſtian Principles often blended toge- 
ther, inſomuch that they ſavoured more of the 
Academy than of the Goſpel of Chriſt.. Moſt 
of the Hereſies in theſe early Ages of the 
Church derived their Source either from the 
Oriental or Greek Philoſophy, from the Schools 
of Pythagoras or Plato, from the Portico of 
the Szoicks, or the Gardens of Epicurus : * 
With this View it was that Tertullian, in 


more Places than one (as though he was 
* 


a Auguſtin. Hær. 6. d Baſilidians, 

Hoc fecit infelix Valentinus et Baſilides, hoc fecit et Mar- 
cion, Hæritici; furati ſunt iſti linguas aureas de Hierocho, et 
Philoſophiam nobis non rectas in Eceleſias introducere conati 
ſunt Sectas, et polluere omnem Eccleſiam Domini. Origen. 
Hom. 7. in Joſuen. 

4 Ipſz denique Hæreſes a Philoſophia ſubornantur, Inde 
ones et Formæ, neſcio quæ, et Trinitas Hominis apud Va- 
lentinum, Platonicus ferat: Inde Marcionis Deus melior de 
Tranquilitate, a Stoicis venerat; et ut anima interire dicatur, 
ab Epicureis obſervatur.— Tertull. de Præſ. Hær. p. 205. 
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leafed with the Expreſſion) emphatically 


ſtiled the Gentile Phils 5 lers, the Patriarchs of 


Heyeticks.* © 

The learned Cave in his Hiſtoria Literaria 
confiders the ancient Hereticks in the ſame 
Light, as often borrowing their Notions from 
the Pagans He tells us, that the Doctrines, 


which Manes ſpread, were fetched partly from 
the Dregs of old Herefiarchs, partly from the ri- 
diculous Triflings of the Orzentals, partly from the 
abſurd Tenets of the Gentile Philoſophers, and 
partly from the Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion itſelf, from whence his Hereſy Was called 
by Socrates, Gracifing Chriſtianity.” 

It was at the latter End of the third Cen- 
tory, that Manes © ſet himſelf up for an Apo/- 
the of Chriſt, and the Comforter promiſed by 
our Saviour, He alledged, that Chriſt had 
his Reſidence in the Sun, the Holy Ghoſt in 
the Air, Wiſdom in the Moon, the Father in 
the Aby/s of Light, and that the Souls of his 
Followers went through the Elements to the 

a Tertull. adverſus Hermogenem p. 236. et rurſus de Anima 
N eg yeanamionugs Hiſt. Lit. p. 141. 

© A. D. 277. — The learned Biſhop Pearſon ſuppoſes Manes to 
be rather a Title than a Name, derived from the Hebrew word 
ſignifying a Heretick, but little regard is to be had to the ca- 
ſual Signification of Names.—Thus Origen, and others think 


Ebien to be the Name of a Sed and not of a Man, the Jews hav- 
ing called ſome of the primitive Chriſtians by that Name out of 


C ontempt, becauſe the Word ſignifies Poor, F. Higuis de Her. 
I's Sæculi. 
Moon. 
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Moon. To theſe Fopperies he added the No- 
tion of two ſupreme independent Principles, 
the one the Author of Good, the other the Au- 
thor of Evil: This was not a new Opinion, 
but borrowed from the Perfian Mag: : It was 
firſt broached amongſt Chriſtians by Scythia- 
nus the Magician, and taken up by Cerdon, 
Marcion, and many of the Gnoſtick Tribe. It 
was carried down the Stream of Time with 
amazing Succeſs, and ſpread itſelf far and 
wide amongſt the Per/fians, Chaldeans, Indians, 
and moſt of the Oriental Nations. 

To crown this wonderful Syſtem, the Fol- 
lowers of Manes gave a looſe to all Kinds of 
Licentiouſneſs, and opened ſuch a wide Door 
to all Impurities, that it was a remarkable 
Saying of Pope Leo, that the Devil reigned in 
all other Hereſies, but that he had built a For- 
treſs, and raiſed a Throne in that of the Mani- 
chees, who embraced all the Errors and Im- 
pieties, which the vain Spirit of Man is capa- 
ble of. 

What a Blemiſh do theſe Specimens of he- 
retical Depravity caſt upon the primitive Ages 
of Chriſtianity ? What an Iſult upon Reaſon 
as well as Religion ? But how few are theſe 
in Compariſon of the Whole, which are gene- 
rally computed at near ninety, and will be 
found to be little ſhort of that Number, if we 

D look 
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look into the Catalogues of Philaftrius, Epi. 
pbanius, or St. Auguſlin, which perhaps in ſome 
particular Inſtances, may be thought to be 
overſtrained, but when all reaſonable Deduc- 
tions are made, what can be more ſtrong and 
viſible Monuments of the Folly, Vanity, and 
Perverſeneſs of Mankind ? No Doubt, the true 
Friends of the Goſpel were much alarmed, 
and ready to cry out in the Words of Polycarp, 
Good God! for what Times haſt Thou reſerved 
us, that we ſhould ſuffer ſuch Things ? * 
But, on the other hand, it may not be im- 
proper to obſerve, that as there were many ig- 


norant and unſtable Men, who handled the Nord 


of God deceitfully, and wrefled the Scriptures to 
their own Perdition; fo there were never want- 
ing the moſt able and powerful Champions in 
the Chriſtian Cauſe, ---- Men of diftinguiſhed 
Piety and Learning, who ought to be had in 
everlaſ\ing Remembrance, as holding faſt the 
Form of found Words, and contending earneſtly 
for the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 

And ſuch was the prevailing Force and Ef- 
ficacy of Truth, that it made its Way through 
all Dangers and Difficulties, in Spite of all Op- 
poſition, either from its open and avowed Ene- 


a O bone Deus, in quz me Tempora reſervaſti, ut ita patiar ? 
Jrenæus in Epift. ad Florinum, © 


mies, 
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mies, or from the ſubtle Snares and Tempta- 
tions of them, who with cunning Craftineſs lay 
in wait to deceive. Neither the Arrows which 
flew by Day, nor the Pęſtilence which walked in 
Darkneſs, could reſiſt the Power and Progreſs 
of the Goſpel, which, in its firſt Beginning, 
was but as a Gram of Muſtard Seed, but it 
took Root downwards, ſpread its Branches p- 
wards, and brought forth Fruit abundantly. 

Through its own Excellence, and the ſupe- 
rior Directions of Providence, it went forth 
and proſpered, ſtill conquering and to conquer, 
till Kings became it s Nur ing Fathers, and Queens 
its nurfing Mothers. 


D 2 
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SECT, III. 


Various Opinions, which diſturbed the Peace of 


the Church from the Days of Conſtantine 
till the full Eſtabliſbment of Popery. 


ND here a new Scene opened itſelf : 
When the Empire became Chri/t:an, 
and the Goſpel was ſheltered under the Wings 
of ſecular Authority, what a fair and beauti- 
ful Proſpe& was this? Temples began to riſe, 
Imperial Edicts were iſſued with a kind Indul- 
gence towards Chriſtians, and there was every 
where diffuſed amongſt them a ſmiling Ap- 
pearance of Peace and Unity, Truth and 
Splendor, 

But the Wantonneſs of Proſperity produced 
quite different Effects, and, as St. Ferom ex- 
preſſes it, the Church loft as much of her Virtue, 
as ſhe gained of Power and Wealth.* Faction 
and Sedition ſprang up, and Tares were ſown, 
not like thoſe mentioned in the Goſpel by an 
Enemy, who came by Night, but with an open 
Hand and in broad Day-L:ght. 


2 Et poſtquam ad Chriſtianos Principes venerit, Potentiã qui- 
dem et Divitiis major, ied Virtutibus minor eſt, Tom, 2. p. 2. 


The 


p. 91. 
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The turbulent Spirit of the Donatiſis ſpread 
Confuſion every where: They pretended to 
be great Sticklers for Order and Diſcipline, 
but how inconſiſtent was their Conduct to- 
wards Cæcilian and other catholick Biſhops ? * 
With what daring Inſolence and Cruelty did 
they condemn many innocent Perſons as Tra- 
ditores, though they themſelves were guilty 
of the baſeſt Sacrilege, in burning the Commu- 
nion-Tables, and throwing the Eucbariſt, if 
not conſecrated by Themſelves, to the Dogs? 
Such was their Pride, that they appropriated 
the due Adminiſtration of Baptiſin to them- 
ſelves alone; but rebaprized thoſe, who were 
not Members of their own Communion : Op- 
tatus has drawn their Picture at large; he tells 
us, that to be a Terror to the Living, they ill- 
treated even the Dead, and in a Manner quar- 
relled with them, by denying a Place for their 
Burial. © The Edict of the Emperor Conſtan- 
tine, and the Deciſions of Marcellinus under 
the Emperor Honorius, they held in great De- 
teſtation ; but they often paſſed the higheſt 
Encomiums upon the Character and Conduct 


A Council held at _ acquitted Cæcilian and declared his 
Election valid. —A. D. 
b He wrote ſeven Books — the Schiſm of the Donat iſts about 
the Year 368. 
© Ut terreatis Vives, male tratatis Mortuos, Negantes Funeri- 
bus Locnm, cum mortuis litigatis,—Opt.. p. 99. p 
0 
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of the Apoſtate Julian, * as a wiſe and accom- 
pliſhed Prince: Such was their violent Rage 


for Schi/m and Confuſion, that they flew the 


Biſhops at the Altar, and thoſe Churches which 
Diacigſian had ſpared, were by them razed to 


the Ground; but when the Intereſt of their 


own Party was at Stake, they did not ſcruple 
to join themſelves in Confederacy and Friend- 
ſhip with the Circumcellians, the Arians and 
even the Pagans. 

Nor were theſe Tumults foon appeaſed, they 
ſpread themſelves far and wide, and raged 
with more or leſs Violence, not only over 
Africa, but a great Part of Chriftendom for 
more than three hundred Years. | 

What rigid and inflexible Stubbornneſs was 
this? It ſhews, that the Mind, when it has 
once taken a cracked Bent, does not eaſily grow 
into Straitueſi again; one evil Notion natu- 
rally begets another, and often produces a Cam- 
plication of Errors. 

Nor were theſe the only Storms, which beat 
againſt the Church ; other Tempeſts aroſe, even 
where a Calm was moſt expected: The Tr:- 
nitarian Controverſy, though handled even by 
Chriſtian Biſhops, was the unhappy Source of 


z Quz Czdes a vobis fadkz; poſtquam Julianns Baſilicas tra- 
didit? Opt. p. 91. 


of 
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of much Faction and Sedition : The Seeds of 
this Diſpute had been long fown, ſome ele- 
mentary Principles of it had taken Root in the 
early Ages of the Goſpel, and were propagated 
by Cermthns in Afia, Menander in Samaria and 
Antioch, by Carpocrates in Egypt, by Ebion, 
moſt probably, in Judæa, and above all, by 
Paulus of Samaſata, who was condemned and 
depoſed by a publick Synod held at Antioch. * 

But, in the Beginning of the fourth Cen- 
tury Debates roſe higher; the Flame was kin- 
dled with more Vehemence; and, to allay 
theſe violent Heats and Animoſities, the Coun- 
cif” of Nice was called. But what were the 
Iſſues of this folemn and venerable Aﬀembly ? 
Altercations began, and were carried on with 
ſuch a Spirit of Rancour and Malice, that this 
grand Apparatus became no other than a bu- 
ſy Scene of Strife and Contention: Here the 
kind and candid, as well as authoritative In- 
terceſſions of the Emperor, were, for the ſake 
of Peace and Quiet as well as Truth, abſolute- 
ly neceſſary: But what was the Reſult? The 
warm Difputes were huſhed into Silence for 
a while, the Paſſions of Men were a little 
cooled, and there appeared ſome viſible Traces 
of Unity and Concord, but they were far 


a A. D. 265. b A. D. 325. 


from 
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from being of any long Duration. The Wound 

was only ſkinned over : It broke out again; 

and with renewed Rancour bled afreſh. 
Different Modes of Explication were invent- 

ed, new Hypotheſes were broached, and all, 


though repugnant to each other, under the ſa- 


cred. Veil of Chriſtianity : The Arians, the 
Apollinarians, the Neſtorians, and the Eutycbi- 
ans, all widely differed from each other ; but 
all claimed the ſame Authority of Scripture, 
and pretended to form their Notions by that 
genuine and unerring Standard of divine 
Truth. The Firſt denied the Divinity of 
Chriſt, and were condemned by the firſt ge- 
neral Council of Nice : * The Second, who re- 
nounced his Manhood, incurred the publick 
Cenſure of the ſecond general Council held at 
Conſtantinople : The Third oppoſed the Hypo- 
flatical Union of both Natures, and were brand- 
ed and hereticated by the Council of Epheſus :* 
The Fourth, who denied all Diſfinction of the 
two Natures, and ſuppoſed the one to be en- 
tirely ſwallowed up in the other, were con- 
demned by the general Council of Chalcedon.“ 

Under each Diviſion there were ſome Subd:- 
v1/i0ns : Their Sentiments, though they bor- 


© A, D. 831. 


A. D. 325. | 
A. D. 381. A. D. 451. 


dered 
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dered nearly upon each other, often admitted 
of ſome little Variations, of the Arians more 
eſpecially it is ſaid, that there were not leſs 
than twelve Species of them, * though they 
generally went under the ſame Denomination. 

Amidſt ſuch -a Multiplicity of Opinions 
partly agreeing and partly diſagreeing, what 
wonder was it, that the Paſſions of Men were 
much inflamed, and their Minds embittered 
one againſt another? In the publick Eſtima- 
tion, how did they riſe or fall, according to the 
ſeveral Decrees of Councils, and the different 
Attachments of different Popes and Emperors ? 
The Smiles and Frowns of Fortune changed 
alternately, ſometimes on the Catholic, and 
ſometimes on the oppolite Side : Dignity and 
Diſgrace, Victory and Baniſhment, were the 
uncertain Lots, which fell by Turns upon A- 
rius and Athanaſius, the Omo-oufians or Omoi- 
oufians, the true or falſe Believers, according 
to the prevailing Syſtem of Orthodoxy. 

In Support of theſe jarring Sentiments no 
Pains were ſpared : Pious Frauds, Viſions, and 
Legendary Stories were often invented ; and to 
give 4 ſtronger Sanction than all, a ſucceſſive 
Train of fictitious Miracles were continually 


a Arians, Semiarians, Anomians, Exacoutians, Euſebians, 
Photinians. Eudoxians, Acaſians, Eunomians, Macedonians, 


Elians, Pſatyrians. 


forged 
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forged with great Craft and Diſſimulation, 
though under a ſpecious Diſguiſe of Truth, 
and a fincere Regard to the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion. Creeds were ſet up by oppoſite Parties 
againſt Creeds, and Synods againſt Synods. 


Though the Goſpel never wanted ſtrenuous | 


Advocates in its Defence, yet within its own 
Boom, there were always Enemies ready to de- 
face its Beauty and to degrade its Dignity. All 
drank out of their own Cr/terns, fore out of 
the Fountain of Living Waters, others, as the 
Prophet expreſſes it, bewed them out Ciſternus, 
broken Cifterns, that can hold no Water. Jer. 
44: 

It we go on in our Enquiries, that great 
and good Man St. Auguſtin preſents himſelf 
to our View, eminently diſtinguiſhed for his 
many Labours in the Chriſtian Cauſe, but not 
without his Weakneſſes : How did his Zeal 
againſt the Pelagian Hereſy carry him with a 
kind of over-heated Enihufiaſm beyond the 
Bounds of Reaſon and Truth ? His favorite 
Idol was Election or Reprobation, but that of 
Pelagins was Free-Will : The One too much 
depreciated the Gifts and Endowments of hu- 
man Nature, and may in ſome Meaſure: be 


a St. Auguitin was baptized A.D. 387, when h:was 33 Years 
old, —He died A. D. 430. 


ſaid 


O 
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ſaid to ſtrip it of its moral and rational Facul- 
ties: The Other extolled the natural Powers 
of Man too high, as almoſt ſufficient of them- 
ſelves, independent of divine Grace and Al- 
ance, The One thought, that Man contri- 
buted but little to the working out his own 
Salvation, but was predeſtinated to it by the 
fixed and wunalterable Decrees of God: The 
Other maintained, that a regular and perfect 
Obedience might be performed by the ab- 
{tracted Operations of the Mill, and a Man's 
own voluntary Endeavours, * 

This Controverſy became more and more 
embarraſſed : The One's Opinion of divine 
Grace, and the Other's of human Liberty were 
often overſtrained, miſunderſtood and miſre- 
preſented; and through the Heat of Oppoſi- 
tion and the Intricacies of Metaphy/ical Divi- 
nity, the Writers, on both Sides the Queſtion, 
rather perplexed than unravelled the Subject, 
and rather darkened than enlightened the 
Minds of each other. 

Some indeed went under the Name of Semi- 
Pelagians, who ſet up for a kind of Moderators 
in this Diſpute; but how did they acquit 
themſelves ? with ſome ſoftenings indeed, === 


a St. Auguſtin publiſhed two Treatiſes de Prædeſtinatione et 
de Per.everantiz Dono. 


E 2 ſome 
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ſome nice affected Diſtinctions concerning the 
Terms, Grace and Liberty, but with little Dif- 
ference; when they came to explain them- 
ſelves, they varied not much from the Pela- 
gians, or rather trod in the ſame Steps, though 
with a Iigliter Foot. 

Unfortunately for the Pelagians, the Stream 
of Power and Favour ran ſtrongly againſt 
them; Imperial Edicts were iſſued out againſt 
their Perſons, as well as Doctrines; and with 
great Acrimony, their Tenets were condemn- 
ed by many publick Councils.“ Even the Suf- 
frage of the People, as well as the moſt pow- 
erful Ecclefia/ticks, turned with a ſtrong Tide 
againſt them, and indeed in ſome Inſtances, 
with a Spirit deteſtable and unchriſtian. 

The Truth ſeems to lie between both Ex- 
tremes : As we are moral and rational Agents, 
we muſt uſe our own Endeavours, though 
without the co-operating Grace of God, We 
are able to do nothing of ourſelves; but, on the 
other Hand, the ſaying of Fauſtus, a Semi- 
Pelagian Biſhop, is a juſt and ſenfible Remark, 
not to be contradicted : If One is doomed to 
Life, and another to Perdition, we are not born, 


a Pelagius was condemned by ſeveral Councils in Afric and 


by a Synod at Antioch. Baron, An. 419. 


that 


us 
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that we may be judged, but we are judged before 
we are born; * abſolute and unconditional Pre- 
deſtination is repugnant to all the moral Per- 
fections of the Deity, and tears up all Religion 
by the very Roots. 

We come now to the middle Ages of the 
Church, in which various Opinions ſprang up 
of a different Nature, which diſturbed its 
Peace, and were the unhappy Occaſions of 
much Strife and Contention. 

But I ſhall only mention the Doctrine of the 
Monothelites, which made a great Noiſe and 
ſeems to claim eſpecial Notice. 

The great Queſtion was, whether there was 
in Chriſt only one Will and one Operation, or 
two Wills and Operations, divine and human, 
whether the human Will was quite abſorbed 
by the divine, or whether they acted ſeparate- 
ly, and independent on each other, as two 
diſtinct Volitions, or Operations. 

This was conſidered as a nice and delicate 
Point, and amongſt the Caſuiſts, or rather So- 
pbiſis of this Age, great Diſturbances enſued 


a Si ergo unus ad Vitam, Alter ad Perditionem ut aſſerunt, 
deputatus eſt, ſicut Quidam Sanctorum dixit, non judicandi naſ- 


cimur, ſed judicati. De Leb. Arbit. 1. 4. 
d A Council at Rome was called, in which the Doctrine of 


the Monothelites was condemned, —A D. 649. 


both 
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both in the Eaſt and Vet. The Ecthe/is or 
Expoſition, which was publiſhed in the Name 
of the Emperor Heraclius, though compoled 
by Sergius, rather tended to kindle than to ex- 
tinguiſh the Flame: It concluded with theſe 
remarkable Words, We believe, that the Body 
of Chrift, though animated with a rational Soul, 
produced na Motion whatever of itſelf. And 


here it is very obſervable, that one Biſbop of 


Rome, Honorius gave a Sanction to this Sen- 
tence, and another Biſhop, John the 4th, re- 
jected it with the higheſt Scorn and Indigna- 
tion: What was this, as Bower juſtly re- 
marks, but ſapping the very Foundation of 
Papal Authority. © 

Another famous Edict was ifſued, known by 
the Name of the Type or Formulary, but This 
was productive of no better Effects than the 
Ectheſis; The Adherents and Opponents to 
both fell under mutual Reproaches, and mu- 
tual Anatbemas: Various Engines of Oppreſ- 
ſion were ſet at Work, and from the Hands 
of Chriſtians againſt Chriſtians ----- Pope 
Martin himſelf, was fettered, baniſhed and 


reduced 
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reduced to extreme Want, even to Death 
itſelf. 6 
Ihis is a very intereſting Part of Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Hiſtory, as it exhibits to our View a 
ſtrange Contrariety of Principles, even thoſe 
of Pepe againſt Pope, and Councils againſt 
Councils, a ſure Evidence, that neither of 
them could poſſibly be the determinate Cen- 
ter of Infallibility. 

Upon the Whole, we may obſerve, that 
the Conſtitution of the Church was beſet 
with Dangers on all Hands, and was chiefly 
governed by political Arrangements, by Caprice, 
Ambition, and ſæcular Views, more than by 
the unerring Standard of the Word of God. 

The Scriptures, inſtead of being explained 
by the ſober Rules of Criticiſin, were often 
twiſted and tortured by Myſtical and Allegort- 
cal Interpretations, by figurative Conſtructions, 
and far-fetched Alluſions, refined without 
Senſe, and ſpiritualized, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
without the rational Breathings of Piety and 
Devotion: To ſtop the Growth of Error .and 
Hereſy, many ſpecious Antidotes were con- 
trived ; but theſe were often worſe than the 
Diſeaſe itſelf, and inſtead of ſalutary Medi- 
cines, were deſtructive, even as Poiſon. 


It 
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It is eaſy to ſee, that theſe were ſuch fla- 
grant Corruptions of true Chriſtianity, that 
they could not but bring forth evil Fruit: 
They were the Signs of the Times, the Pre- 
ludes of the coming of Antichriſt, the Fore- 
runners of Popery, Idolatry and Superſtition. 
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r.. 


A Shetch of the principal Errors and Corrup- 
tions of the Church of Rome. 


E may ſay of Papal, as well as Pagan 

Rome, that it was not built in a Day. 
Her grand Hierarchy did not ſtart into Form 
at once, but was the gradual unremitting La- 
bour of many Centuries. --- The firſt Trace of 
Papal Uſurpation thewed itſelf in the Days of 
Victor, and his Succeſſors in the Apoſtolic See 
never loſt Sight of this favorite Object of their 
Ambition; but they availed themſelves - of 
every Circumſtance, which Fortune threw in 
their Way. 

And indeed there was a wonderful Coinci- 
dence of many Cauſes, which helped forwards 
the growing Scheme, advanced the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Primacy of the Roman Pontiff, and gained 
him by way of Eminence, the exalted Title of 
univerſal Biſbop. The Removal of the Seat of 
Government to the Eaſtern Parts, the Declen- 
ion of the Roman Power, the Confiſions in Ita- 
ly, Fictitiaus Decretals, Ignorance of the Scrip- 
tures, and all the various Horrors of Perſecution 
tended to break down the Fences of Chriſtian 
EF Liberty 
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Liberty, and to make Way for the moſt arbi- ( 
trary Strides of Tyranny and Deſpotiſm. 

When the Pope was armed with both þ 
Swords, * when the civil and ſpiritual Juriſ- C 
diction centered in one ſupreme Lord and Mo- 1 
narch of the whole Earth, what could the 0 
Power of naked and defenceleſs Truth avail en 
againſt ſuch ſtrong and impregnable Outworks? vi 
Not only the infinuating Arts of Policy, but tl 
Force and Violence were near at Hand to com- te 
mand Obedience to this holy, catholicꝶ, and | pe 
Apoſtolic Church. To ſtrengthen theſe out- ſp 
ward Fortifications no kind of Artillery was nc 
wanting, no ſpiritual Arms, which Fraud w. 
could invent, nor temporal Sanctions, which th 
the Civil Power, with all its Terrors could H 
poſſibly ordain. m 

TInfallibility was a Weapon of too much 
Force to be reſiſted ; it bore down all Argu- inc 
ments at once; and all Oppoſition, like the pe 
Wall of Fericho at the Sound of the Trumpet, co 
fell down flat before it.---Foſh. vi. 20. dei 

When the Fabrick of the Church was thus tos 
ſupported in its main Pillars, what Care and the 
Diligence were conſtantly exerted to ſecure its the 
Under-props, and to ſtrengthen all its ſubordi- der 


nate Parts, which had any Bearing, or even ſtar 


a A. D. 607. 


the 
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the leaſt Tendency to hold up the Pomp and 
Grandeur of the Apoſtolic See ? 

The Honour, or rather the Pride and Am- 
bition of the Prze/thood, were of too much 
Conſequence to be overlooked : Why was Cæ- 
libacy enjoined them, but as a political Means 
of Wealth? Why, but to hold up the Pre- 
eminence of the ſacred Function, was the Pri- 
vilege of Communion in both Kinds denied to 
the Laity? To heighten the Clerical Charac- 
ter, Seven Sacraments were inſtituted, many 
, perſonal Immunities were granted, and many 
ſpiritual Endowments claimed, the CHariſinata, 
not of the Goſpel, but of Popery: Nothing 
was omitted, that could give an Amplitude to 
the publick Offices of the Church, or beſtow 
Honour upon thoſe by whom they were ad- 
miniſtered. | 

Tranſulſtantiation, if true, would have been 
indeed an extraordinary Monument of the ſu- 
pernatural Abilities of the Prieſthood. What 
could be a more illuſtrious Proof of their won- 
der-working Power, than by their Conſecra- 
tion, or rather by their Cringes and Grimaces, 
their ſolemn Bowings and Proſtrations, toge- 
ther with a few Words in a Language not un- 
derſtood by the People, to pronounce an in- 
ſtantaneous Change in the Elements of the 
Bread and Wine, and to convert them, (I will 

F 2 not 


36 A Diſſertation on 

not ſay ſupernaturally, but contrary to the eſta- 
bliſhed Laws of Nature) into the real Body 
and Blood of Chriſt himſelf? What a deluded 
Votary muſt he be, who ſwallows his dear Re- 
deemer, and in Defiance of all the Evidence of 
Senſe and Reaſon, preſumes to defy his own 
Devourings ? No other than Ignorance can be 
the Mother of ſuch Devotion. --- The whole 
mechanical Apparatus is ſo monſtrous and ab- 
ſurd, that as a learned Prelate * obſerves, it 
hangs, like a Mill-Ston? about the Neck of Po- 
pery, and muſt /nk it at laſt. 

It was with the ſame View, to aggrandize 
the Church, that the Doctrine of Purgatory 
was invented; What a lucrative Article was 
this to the Romiſh Prieſts, who are liberally 
paid for Maſſes and Prayers for the Souls of 
the deceaſed, that they may be purified from 
the Dregs, which, (as the Catechiſm for the 
Council of Trent expreſſes it,) hinder them from 
entering into their eternal Country ?--- But, 
what Spark of Probability can there be for 
the Fire of Purgatory? What ſecret Virtue 
can it have to operate upon immaterial Spi- 
rits? Where is the fixed Centre of this dark 
Vale of Impriſonment? Or what Power on 
Earth can unbar its Gates, and diſcharge the 


* Tillotſon, 


afflicted 
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afflicted Criminals? Indeed the Power of the 
Keys is much boaſted of, as though it had 'a 
myſtical. Right of opening the Door of Heaven 
as well as Purgatory; But, Papal Bulls and In- 
dulgences, though conveyed under the ſolemn 
Seal of Authority, can be no Atonement for 
Sin, nor of any Efficacy to procure Admiſſion 
into the inviſible kingdom of Heaven. 

Leaſt this abſolving Faculty ſhould ſeem to 
be overſtrained another Evalive Plea is ready 
at Hand, v1z. a vain Pretence is made to Works 
of Supererogation: But where are theſe inex- 
hauſtible Funds ? theſe valuable Treaſures of 
Merit and Good-Works ? By what Right can 
theſe be transferred, as an Expration from the 
greateſt Saints to the greateſt Sinners? The 
beſt of Men are themſelves but Debtors, too 
much in Arrears to commute their own Stock, 
and, as with a Spunge, to wipe off the In/o/- 
vency of Others. 

It is evident, that all theſe Doctrines look 
towards one determinate Point, the ſecular 
Intereſt and Grandeur of the Church of Rome. 
To the Prie/ts indeed, they may be Gold, and 
Silver and precious Stones, but they are in them- 
ſelves no better than Mood, Hay and Stubble: 
The whole Plan, confidered politically, and 
as carried on by the Children of this World, ſa- 


yours indeed of much Wi/dom and Subtlety 
unknown 
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unknown to the Children of Light ; but take 
it in a religious View, its whole Foundation | 


ſinks, and has no Grounds of Reaſon, Scrip- ed 
ture, nor Antiquity to ſupport it. to 
Upon the ſame Reaſons of Policy more than M: 
Religion, the Laity were kept in profound Ig- as 
norance and Darkneſs; the ſacred Oracles enc 
were locked up from their View ; the Key of mo 
Knawledge was taken from them; and un- ml. 
written Traditions, or rather the Voice of the mor 
Church was the ſtanding Rule of Faith and I 
Manners. Inſtead of Chri/tian Liberty, and a the) 
free and impartial Enquiry into he Truth, as Go, 
it is in Feſus, the Minds of Men were entang- up, 
led in the Yoke of Bondage, and overwhelmed WI 
in the thick Miſts of Superſtition; The Beau- to c 
ty of Holineſs was placed, not in a rational and folu 
ſpiritual Worſhip, but in the outward and ſhip 
gaudy Repreſentation of Things, though of 1] 
pleaſing to the Senſes, yet the Scorn of Reaſon : do t 
The many Objects of Rorniſh Devotion with- tion 
drew the Attention of its Votaries from the Vir 
one, ſupreme and eternal God, and fixed it mag 
upon the Creatures of human Invention, upon ſelf 
Piclures, Images, Legendary Saints, and canon- Ang 
ized Martyrs, ſome of which had no Exiſt- mer 
ence at all, ſome were of Pagan Extraction, voce 
and Others, inſtead of a Claim to Adoration, 
were a Diſgrace, even to human Nature itſelf. a 3 


It Diſſ. 
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It has indeed been faid by ſome of the learn- 
ed Doctors of this Church, that Images ought 
to be retained, as Ornaments, as Helps to the 
Memory, to Devotion, and to Inruction, even 
as Books to the Ignorant : The very Heathens 
endeavored to elude the Charge of IAolarry al- 
moſt in the ſame Words: Images, ſays Maxi- 
mus Tyrius, are only intended to help our Me- 
mory, and are a kind of Manuduttton to the Gods.* 

Indeed the Romaniſts tell us, that the Hea- 
thens through their Images worſhipped falſe 
Gods, but that the Worſhip, which ry offer 
up, terminates in the one true and eternal God: 
What a poor Evaſion is this? They pretend 
to diſtinguiſh between ſupreme and inferior, ab- 
folute and relative, direct and reductive Wor- 
ſhip, the Worſhip of Latria, and the Worſhip 
of Dulia, or rather Hyperdulia: But whence 
do they borrow theſe nice and formal Diftinc- 
tions ? It is well known, that they addreſs the 
Virgin Mary in more exalted Terms of Ho- 
mage and Adoration, than even Chriſt him- 
ſelf; and the Honour they pay to Saints and 
Angels is immediately directed to them, as the 
meritorious Subjects of their Praiſes and In- 
vocations ; To talk of their altimate Intentions, 


a _ Ur w nav m xi d s 4rd, Maximus Tyrius 
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is only, when they are put to their laſt Shift, 
their ultimate Eguivocation, a mere Jeſuitical 
Quibble, which rather betrays a Conviction of 
Error, than extenuates the Guilt of it.--- The 
ſame frivolous Excuſes were often made by the 
Heathens themſelves ; Athenagoras introduces 
them, as ſaying, that Images were only Repre- 
ſentations of the Gads, to whom they were dedi- 
cated ; and that the Gifts, Honours, and Sacri- 
fices offered to them, belonged only to the Gods. * 

Nor is this the only Inſtance, in which 
there is a Conformity between antient and 
modern Rome. There are many ſtriking 
Marks of Reſemblance in the religious Syſ- 
tems of both Popery and Pagani/m ; Their In- 
cenſe, p holy Water, Lamps and Candles, votive 
Offerings, Images, Chapels on the Way-Sides 
and Tops of Hills, Proceſſions, Miracles, and a 
Variety of other Articles, are the adulterate 
Coin of both, ſtamped with the ume Image 
and Super ſcription. 

But ſtill, ---- though they correſpond fo 
nearly in the Principles and Practices of Su- 
perſtition, there is one Paint, in which the 
Romani/ts much exceed their Heathen Anceſ- 
tors, I mean, in that Spirit of Intolerance and 


* Athenagorz Legatio pro Chriſtianis p. 68, Ox. Ed. 
> See Dr. Middleton's Letter from Rome, 
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Uncharitableneſs, which will always remain as 
an indelible Diſgrace upon this Church ; The 
many Papal Uſurpations, the Depoſitions of 
Princes, the Laws againſt Hereticks, the Ex- 
eluſion of all others from any Poſſibility of Sal- 
vation, the Perſecutions of Proteſtants, and that 
horrid and bloody Tribunal, the Inquiſition; 
Theſe are the moſt irrefragable Proofs of Ty- 
ranny and Deſpotiſm ; not only repugnant to 
the mild and benevolent Temper of the G0 
pel, but even to the common Dictates of Hu- 
manity itſelf. 

Much, indeed, has been ſaid concerning the 
Antiquity of this Church, but with little Rea- 
ſon. --- There were indeed ſome early Dawn- 
ings of it, but the principal Figures were not 
brought forwards into View, till the middle 
Ages of Chriſtianity, and the whole Piece was 
not completed in all its Variety of Features, 
and in its full Dimenſions, till the dark and 
barbarous Ages, when many Innovations gra- 
dually and almoſt inſenſibly crept in; ſuch as 
Purgatory, Indulgences and others, which like 
the clumſy Drawings of a Gothic Painter, 
filled up the Canvas, but gave no it additional 
Beauty or Ornament. 


Siculi non invenere Tyranni Majus Tormentum. 
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But here it may not be improper to obſerve, 


that when Popery was firſt eſtabliſhed and 
began to appear in its chief Glory and Splen- 
dor, the Mahometan Religion gained Ground, 
and made a ſwift Progreſs over the greateſt 
Part of the Eaſtern World. * 

The Chains of Slavery had been already 
forged and rivetted upon the Minds of delud- 
ed Chriſtians; and, when their Necks had 
been thus fitted and prepared for the heavy 
and palling Yoke of Popery, they certainly 
yielded with leſs Reluctance to the violent 
Force and arbitrary Impoſitions of Mahomet : 
The blind Superſtition of the Romaniſts, as 
well as the Ignorance of the Pagan- Arabs, 
contributed much to the Succeſs of this grand 


Impoſtor ; who was Maſter of ſo much Artiſice 


and Cunning, that he formed his Syſtem in 
many Reſpects agreeably to the vitiated Taſte 
of the One as well as the Other. -The A- 
coran abounds in much outward Pomp and 
Pageantry, ſuch as frequent Intercourſes with 
Angels, and if not in Miracles, in many ſu- 
pernatural Viſions, Purifications, Holy Water, 
Pilgrimage, Faſlings, and a Diſtinction of 
Meats and Drinks, As theſe Doctrines had 
viſible Traces of Reſemblance to thoſe of the 


a The Era of the Mahometan Se& commenced A. D. 622. 
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Church of Rome, there is no Doubt, but they 
were ſwallowed with the better Reliſh by the 
new-converted Mufſulmen. 

When once Reaſon is loſt and bewildered 
in its Enquiries, like a benighted Traveller, 
it knows not where to go, but ſeeks any 
Shelter it can find ; It often becomes an eaſy 
Prey to Error, and wantonly riots in the 
Spoils of Truth. 


G 2 
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SECT. V. 


Monkery and School-Divinity the Sources of 
many Errors, 


HE firſt Inſtitutions of Monkery took 
Place, long before the Romiſh Hierar- 


chy arrived at its full Zenith. Paul and An- 


tony are called by St. Ferom, * the Fathers of 
the Chriſtian Hermits : Agypt was the firſt 
Seat of theſe religious Communities. --- In af- 
ter Ages they made a great Progreſs, all over 
the Chriſtian World.---St. Bail was called the 
Patriarch of the Eaſtern, and St. Benedict of 
the Weſtern Monks. 

Theſe ſolemn Devotees were diſcriminated 
in many Reſpects from the reſt of Mankind, 
not only by their Retirement, but their Habits, 
their Tonſure, their Rules and Orders, their 
Faſtings, Mortifications, and many affected 
Auſterities; Their Fame gradually ſpread it- 
ſelf, and kept an even and a conſtant Pace 
with Superſtition: It muſt indeed be allowed 
that ſome of them figured highly in point of 
Literature, and great Veneration was paid to 


N Ep. 22+ ad Euſtochium. 
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ſome Monafteries, as being in thoſe Days the 


moſt eminent Schools of Learning, as well as 
Religion: Many of the antient Fathers were 
zealous Advocates for them, as the Places of 
their firſt Education, from whence they were 
called forth with great Honour, even into the 
Epiſcopal Function. But though theſe Inſti- 
tutions were originally calculated for the Im- 
provement of human Knowledge, for pious 
Contemplation and the ſpiritual Exerciſe of re- 
ligious Duties, yet they ſtrangely degenerated 
from themſelves and became in after-ages the 
Seminaries of Sloth, Ignorance, and of the 
moſt vitious Indulgences and Gratifications ; 
The Power of Godlineſs was loſt, though the 

Form of it remained. | 
It is well known, that the Mon4s were the 
molt fiery Zealots, very ſtrenuous Adherents to 
the Church, to the Pomp and Grandeur of 
the Apoſtolic See, and to all outward Rites and 
Ceremonies, more than to the vital Principles 
of Religion, ---- Their Segueſtration from the 
World naturally contracted their Minds, and 
caſt a Cloud over them, dark and ſolemn as the 
Cloiſters, which they inhabited: It is no won- 
der, that Men of theſe narrow and rigid Sen- 
timents, ſoured with Zeal, and tinctuted with 
Superſ/iition, dealt in all the ſmall Wares of 
Fraud and Foppery, in holy Religues and Trin- 
ets, 
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kets, in Charms and Amulets, in legendary Sto- 
ries and fictitious Wonders of their imaginary 
Saints and primitive Founders : An Angel was 
ſaid to be a conſtant Attendant upon Pacho- 
mius, and ſome Authors tell us, that he was 
not only honoured with Angelic Viſions, and 
the Prediction of future Events, but that he 
had ſo much Faith as to tread upon Serpents, 
and command Crocodiles to carry him over the 
Nile.“ 

Nothing was more common among the 
Monks of all Countries, than Pictures, Ima- 
ges, and ſenſeleſs Idols, the Work of Man's 
Hands, not only appearing with Signs of Life 
and Motion, but often working extraordinary 
Cures upon the humble Supplicants, who at- 
tended their Shrines and Altars: For it was 


Vir ex iis, qui vixerunt in ſummo et perfecto Vitæ Inſtitu- 


to, adeo ut is fuerat dignatus et futurorum Prædictionibus, et 
Angelicis Viſionibus.——Vide Pachomii Vitam. Hiſt, Laus. 
c. 38. 
> Gennad, cap 7. de Vir. Illus. Bellarmine, &c. 
© 'There were various Orders of Monks in Britain as well as 
other Parts of Chriſtendom, but the moſt diſtinguiſhed were the 
Benedictines. — Indeed a Diſpute aroſe, whether the Order of St. 
AEquitius was not more antient before the Congueft ; the Matter 
was referred to the learned Antiquaries, who drew up a Paper in 
Latin, and ſubſcribed their Names to it in Favour of the 
Benedifines. * | 
Robertus Cotton Henricus Spelman 
Johannes Selden Gulielmus Cambdenus. 
Upon whom Faller paſſes this remarkable Encomium, that they 
were the four I heels of the triumphant Chariot of Truth. 


an 
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an Argument eaſily impoſed upon the credu- 
lous Multitude, that they could not be de- 
ceived by Men of ſuch holy and unblemiſhed 
Lives, ſo highly diſtinguiſhed above others, by 
their Ave-Marys and Pater-nofters, by the 
Lengtb and Number of their Prayers, by their 
Faſtings, Penances, and Mortifications. Under 
ſuch a ſacred and venerable Shade, what could 
poſſibly hurt the hardy Plants of Popery ?: 
They throve and flouriſhed, as in a rich /axu- 
riant Soil, well fitted for their Growth and 
Progreſs. 

Indeed the higheſt Encomiums have been 
paſſed by ſome Writers upon thoſe ſolemn 
Mortals, the Members of theſe religious In- 
ſtitutions : they have been compared to the 
induſtrious Bees, ever labouring in their Cells, 
or extracting Honey even from the bittereft 
Herbs ; but their general Character is better 
drawn by a modern Hiſtorian; ** Papal Uſur- 
pations, the Tyranny of the Inquiſition, the Mul- 
tiplication of Holidays; all theſe Fetters on Li- 
berty and Induſtry, were ultimately derived from 
the Authority and Inſinuation of Monks, who be- 
ing ſcattered every where, proved ſo many Colo- 
nies of Superſtition and of Folly.* 


* Chryſoſtom. Tom. 2. 6. 236. Monachi Apſum Imitatores. 
> Hume's Hiſtory of Henry the 8th, ch. 5. p. 198. 


This 


48 A Diſſertation on 

This is no exaggerated Account; The Co- 
hours are not too ſtrong, but rather too faint 
and languid to deſcribe the various Frauds, 
and artificial Diſguiſes of Monkiſh Piety, or 
rather Hypocriſy. 

Indeed in theſe latter Ages of Popiſth Ty- 
ranny, ſome Glimmerings of Learning began 
to ſhew themſelves : Theſe, if I may fo call 
them, were the c/ouded Rays of School-Divi- 
nity ;--- That profound Theology, which now 


pretended to lift up its Countenance above 


others, rather ſerved to perplex than enlight- 
en the Minds of Men, and to disfigure rather 
than adorn, the genuine Beauty and Simpli- 
city of the Goſpel: Truth was as much bu- 
ried under the heavy Rubbiſh of learned Su- 
perſtition, as in the lumpiſh Soil of Gothick 
Ignorance : What Knowledge could be had 
from Definitions by hard Words, which meant 
little, and proved nothing ? from formal and 
elaborate Dz/tin#:ons loſt in their own myſte- 
rious Refinements ? from an endleſs Train of 
Droifons and Subdivifions, which only weak- 
ened the Force of the Argument, and frittered 
the Senſe into Scraps and Parcels? We may 
juſtly apply to theſe School Divines Quintili- 
an's Character of Seneca, „by their minute 


a The 11th and 12th Centuries. 
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Sentences, they broke and enervated the real 
Weight of Things.”---The unanimated Inveſ- 
tigations of theſe theological Dictators were 
but metaphyfical Fargon, deſtitute of all Life 
and Spirit; They might be ſaid to anatomiſe 
a Subject, with a very nice and ſcrupulous Ex- 
actneſs, but in the Language of the Prophet, 
as dry Bones, without Sinews, and without 
Breath. f 
Amidſt numberleſs Inſtances of this Kind, 
which might be produced, let it ſuffice only 
to mention the Expoſitions of the Trinity; We 
are told, that there is in God, one Eſſence, tend 
Proceſſions, three Perſons, four Relations, five 
Notions, and the Pericboreſis, Circuminceſſion or 
mutual In-dwellings of the three Perſons ; the 
Son proceeds from the Father by Generation, but 
the Holy Ghoſt by Spiration ; and much is ſaid 
about aclive and paſſive Spiration. What a 
Jumble of Threads is this, mere Cob-webs, 
only fine-ſpun to be captivating Snares 70 
Flies ? A ſtrange Method of unfolding the 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity! What was this but 
to raiſe a Phantom out of their own Inven- 
tions, to draw a Circle of vain Diſputation 


round it, and then to lay it again, in deep 
Sleep and Oblivion ? 


* Ezek. c. 37, 
H From 
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From the unintelligible Diſquiſitions of 
theſe profound, angelick and irrefragable Doc- 
tors, as they were called, what violent Con- 
teſts enſued between the Nominals and Reals, 
the Scotifts and Thomiſts ? Till at laſt,” inſtead 
of fighting in the dark with metaphyſical 
Weapons, they took up Arms, which they 
much better underſtood, and were able to 
handle with more Art and Dexterity. 

Indeed all were not loſt in the Shades of; Ig- 
norance and Superſtition; The whole Atmo/- 
pbere was not covered with one univerſal 
Cloud, but the Names of many might be men- 
tioned, who appeared in the World, like ſbin- 
ing and burning Lights, who dared to act as 
zealous Witneſſes of the Truth, who ſtood 
boldly in tbe Gap, and oppoſed the Errors and 
Corruptions of the Church of Rome with 
great Strength of Reaſon, as well as Courage 
and Magnanimity. ---- Due Honours have 
been paid to theſe illuſtrious Champions for 
the Faith, by many Writers, and particularly 
by the Biſbop of Briſtol in his learned Diſſerta- 
tions upon the Prophecies, Vol. 3d, p. 135 
to 183. 

I ſhall only obſerve, that the Re/7rmatio 
was not a ſudden Change, the mere Effect 
Fortune's Caprice, of any heretical Depravity, 


or of a Spirit of Faction and Sedition, but the 
Beams 
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Beams of Truth gradually broke in upon the 
Minds of Men; the Detection of one Error 
naturally led to that of another, and it was 
owing to free impartial and diſintereſted En- 
quiry, that the whole Syſtem of Popery was 
gradually ſtripped of its falſe Diſguiſes, and 
true Chriſtianity was happily reſtored to its 
original Purity and Simplicity. 
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SECT. VL 


The Reformation, a happy Means of Delive- 
rance from the Errors and Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome, but not without its Ble- 
miſhes. 


. HE Reformation is one of the moſt 
intereſting Events in the Hiſtory of 
Mankind. ---- Its firſt Effects were 

weak and feeble, without any other Weapons 

to defend them than thoſe of Truth, in Oppo- 
ſition to long eſtabliſhed Cuy/foms, to the deep- 
eſt Policy, and the moſt formidable Powers of 

Europe. There were, indeed, ſome Inſtru- 

ments which helped forwards this great E- 

vent, ſome previous Movements, which natu- 

rally led to it; but for a long Time they ope- 
rated almoſt by inſenſible Degrees, and no hu- 
man Foreſight could have thought them ade- 
quate to ſuch an important Revolution in civil, 
as well as Ecclefiaſtical Affairs: The Inven- 
tion of Printing, the Revival of Learning, and 
the gradual Extenſion of all the Arts of Civi- 


a An End was put to the Pope's Power in England — A. D. 


1534. 
Þ Between the Years 1420 and 1450. 


Jigalion 
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kzation had much enlarged the Minds of Men, 
rouſed their paſſive and legarthick Spirits, a- 
wakened in them a Senſe of Freedom, and em- 
boldened them, not to ſubmit their Inveſtiga- 
tions to the Tribunal of Magiſterial Authority, 
but to ſee with their own Eyes, and to judge 
with their own Under/tandings : By theſe gen- 
tle Means, and by the Tranſlation of the Scrip- 
tures, the Miſts of Superſtition were in ſome 
Meaſure diſperſed, the vain Arts of Sophiſtry 
were laid open, the Cabbala unveiled, and the 
Myſtery of Iniquity, which had caſt its ſacred 
Mantle over Religion, was found more and 
more to be a falſe C/ke of Hypocriſy. Though 
the Principles of Proteſtants had all ſpe- 
culative Advantages on their Side, and Convic- 
tion was wrought upon many Individuals, yet 
{till there were great Difficulties, which could 
not be ſurmounted without the favourable 
Countenance and Aſſiſtance of ſecular Autho- 
rity ; The ſtern and imperious Spirit of Henry 
the eighth, firſt broke the Charns; the pious 
Diſpoſition of Edward the ſixth lightened the 
Yoke ; and the ſteady unrelaxing Temper of 
Queen Elizabeth crowned the Genus of Liberty 
with Honour and Succeſs. 

The bold and intrepid Conduct of Luther, 
was not to be intimidated by Papa! Menaces, 


nor allured by the molt ſpecious Promiſes; His 
Theolg- 
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Theological Theſes, and the learned Labours of 83 
many German Divines had produced their de- dr 
fired Effects, unfettered the Minds and en- a on 
gaged the Affections of ſome of the Northern 1 
Princes, and, under their auſpicious Influence, | 
and the ſuperior Direction of Providence, the F. 
Reformation was carried on with rapid and aſ- _ 
tonithing Progreſs : An ineſtimable Blefling ad 
this, which as long as Learning, Liberty and c 
Religion are dear to us, ought always to be con- go 
ſidered with the higheſt Admiration and Gra- wt 
titude. ant 
But here it may be aſked, whether the Re- * 
formation has entirely wiped off all Stains and | 
Blemiſhes? Has it raiſed ſuch Ramparts and Au 
Fortifications round the Body of the Church, the 
as to ſecure it from all Annoyance within, and tut 
from all Invaſions without? No? It muſt be the 
owned that Human Nature is ſtill the ſame ; \ 
Perfection is not the Lot of fallen Man, nei- Dit 
ther is Infallibility the Adjuntt of Humanity. bot 
Though Proteſtant Churches were happily hal 
purged from the Innovations and Corruptions tior 
of the Church of Rome, yet the over-heated but 
Paſſions of Men ſtill operated with too much ſalu 
Violence, ---and inſtead of ſettling upon one Thi 
univerſal Plan, in perfect Union and Harmo- _— 


ny with each other, they found it difficult to 


fix the true Boundaries, to agree in the ſame 
Syſtem 
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Syſtem of Diſcipline and Worſhip, and to 
draw the nice Line between Authority on the 
one hand, and religious Liberty on the other: 
Though united in the moſt eſſential Parts of 
Religion, yet they differed too much about the 
Fringes of it, about external Rites and Cere- 
monies, how far they ſhould deviate from, or 
adhere to the old Standard. 

Some pleaded for the independent Scheme free 
from all the Modes of Church- Government, 
which they conſidered as Reliques of Popery, 
and arbitrary Infringements upon the Rights 
and Privileges of Chriſtians. 

Others carried their Notions of Church- 
Authority too high, and though they denied 
the Supremacy of the Pope, were for ſubſti- 
tuting many Popes in the diffuſive Body of 
the Church. 

Others were of a more liberal and candid 
Diſpoſition, obſerving a due Medium between 
both Extremes, neither ha/f-Catholicks, nor 
half- Proteſtants, averſe to Idolatry, Superſti- 
tion, and all the flaviſh Principles of Popery, 
but ſincere Friends to Peace and Unity, to the 
ſalutary Rules of Order and Government. 
They held a ſtated Form of Prayer, as condu- 
cive to Ediſication and the Beauty of Holineſs, 
but, with a rational and pious Senſe of true 

Devotion, 
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Devotion, they not only rejected the wild Ef- 
fuſions of extempore Harangues, but the formal 
and fantaſtical Modes of Popiſh Worſhip : The 
Veſiments of the Prieſt, the Surplice and the 
Croſs in Baptiſm they retained, not as abſo- 
lately neceflary, but only as uſeful Ceremo- 
nies, for the Sake of Order and Decency. 

According to this excellent Model, the 
Church of England was formed and eſtabliſh- 
ed; without the Affectation of Deſpotiſin on 
the one hand, or of /evel/ing Principles on the 
other, with Candor, Moderation, and Chriſ- 
tian Charity: It is very obſervable, that Gro- 
tious, though not a Member of this Church, 
commended its Doctrine, Diſcipline and 
Worſhip. | 

It may be ſaid perhaps, that in the oppoſite 
Scale, there was as great a Weight of Learn- 
ing, Piety and true Religion, as among the 
firſt Compilers of the Liturgy; but without 
drawing a Compariſon between them, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that this proves the Point in 
View, and ſhews, that there always have been 
various never-cealing Controverſies amongſt 
Chriſtians of all Denomination. * There have 
been Diſſenſions, not only between Lutherans 


There have been reckoned to be not leſs than thirty diſſe- 
rent Sets among the Lutherans.—Jovat. Hiſt, des Relig. 


and 
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and Calviniſts, Arminians and Fataliſts, Con- 
formiſts and Non-Conformiſts Entbuſiaſis and 
rational Chriſtians; but even within the Boom 
of our own Eftabhſhment, the profeſſed Mem- 
bers of our own Communion, have been con- 
tinually wearying both themſelves and others, 
and have wounded the Sides of Religion by 
buſy and vexatious Diſputes of no Conſe- 
quence : There always will be little Smatterers 
in Divinity, as well as in other Sciences, who, 
like Flies, are continually beaten off, but they 
return again, and moleſt us daily, There is 
too much artificial Theo/ogy in the World, too 
many heterogeneous Mixtures, which corrupt 
the pure and genuine Principles of the Goſ- 
pel: and, which is another Diſgrace to Pro- 
teſtantiſin, it muſt be owned, that it has not 
always been free from a Spirit of Intolerance, 
from every Tincture of Perſecution : The En- 
gines of Popery in the Hands of Proteſtants, 
and towards each other, are high Aggrava- 
tions of Guilt ;---The Puniſhment inflicted 
upon Servetus will always remain as an inde- 
lible Blot upon the Memory of Calvin. 

The Violence of Rage and Bigotry knows 
not where to ſtop; There is a diſmal kind of 
Fanaticiſin incapable of all Humanity; Theſe 
oppreſſive Meaſures were often too viſible in 
the early Ages of the Reformation, though 

I perhaps 
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perhaps ſome tender Allowances might be 
made to the Zeal of new Converts, to the 
Prejudices of Education, the Intolerance of the 
Times, and the common Treatment of He- 
reticks. 

But God be praiſed,” the Laws againſt He- 
reſy have now taken a milder Turn, and thoſe, 
which remain, are ſeldom put in Execution : 
The Genius of Chriſtianity is better under- 
ſtood; and even private Diſputes amongſt 
Chriſtians are generally carried on, not only 
with more logical Propriety, and according to 


the ſober Rules of Criticiſin, but with more 


Temper and Moderation, with a more liberal, 
ingenuous and Chriſtian Spirit. It were to 
be wiſhed, that this might always continue to 
be the diſtinguiſhed Glory of Proteſtantiſm and 
of true Chriſtianity. 

This, though a long Detail, is but an ab- 
breviated Account of the various Opinions, 
which have diſturbed the Peace of the Church, 
and tore the Body of Chriſt in Pieces in all the 
ſeveral Periods of the Goſpel: The Field of 
religious Controverſy is not only of wide Ex- 
tent, but full of Thorns and Briers, and it 
would be morally impoſſible to ſeparate all 
the Tares from the Meat, They muſt grow 
together until Harveſt. ; 

But the Seth we have given, though it 

which 
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affords no agrecable Proſpect, may perhaps be 


of ſome Service, as 4 Clue, to lead us through 


this long Labyrinth, this intricate Maze of 
Errors; or, at leaſt, it may inſtruct us to a- 
void the various Turnings and Windings, with 
which Popery or Infidelity have endeavoured 
to perplex us ; Truth never ſhines with great- 
er Beauty than when ſet in Oppoſition to Fal- 
ſhood; and we may perhaps arrive at the long 
wiſhed for Haven with more Eaſe and Secu- 
rity, by knowing the Racks and Shelves upon 
which others have ſplit, and made Shipxereck 
of the Faith. 
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SECT. VII. 


The Multiplicity of religious Errors no Ground 
of Objeion againſt the Truth of Chriſtianity. 


RUTH is not a tottering Fabrik, eaſily 
ſhaken by the vain Imaginations of 
Men, but its Foundations are deep and ſtrong 
as thoſe of Heaven and Earth : Both the in- 
ternal and external Evidences of Religion are 
independent of human Opinion; --- if true, 
they will ſtand upon their own Baſis ; if falſe, 
their own Weight will cruſh them. 

The Excellency of Scripture-Knowledge, 
the Sublimity of its Doctrines, the Purity and 
Simplicity of its Precepts, their happy Con- 
gruity with the Laws of Nature, with our 
moral Sentiments, and with all the faireſt 
Principles, which can lead us, as rational 
Creatures, to the Enjoyment of true Happi- 
neſs, theſe things, abſtractedly from human 
Enquiry, may be true, though all Men are Ly- 
ars; neither the Folly nor Perverſeneſs of Man 
can change their intrinfick Nature. We may 
behold in the Scripture Prophecies a long 
Chain commencing from the moſt early Ages 


of the World, and * down to the final 
Conſum- 
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Conſummation of all Things, many of them 
gathering Strength by Time, gradually bright- 
ening upon us, and opening, as with a Key, the 
various Movements of Providence, towards 
future Accompliſhments ; but when the Spirit 
ſpeaketh ſo clearly and expreſſly, ſhall the Ve- 
racity of theſe Predictions be called in Queſ- 
tion for no other Reaſon, than becauſe ſome 
are ſo perverſe, that though they have Ears, 
they will not wnder/tand ? 

The Number, Greatneſs, and benevolent 
Nature of the Miracles wrought in Atteſtation 
of the Goſpel were the moſt powerful and 
convincing Proofs of the Hand of God ; They 
were performed in open View, in a full Con- 
courſe of the People, before Enemies as well 
as Friends : but ſhall theſe, though real Facts 
and the moſt glaring Manifeſtations of divine 
Power be abſolutely denied, or aſcribed to 


Magick, or to the Operation of evil Spirits, 


upon no other Account than becauſe ſome in- 
credulous Perſons would not be perſuaded of 
the Truth, even though One roſe from the 
Dead ? 

When we conſider that regular Harmony 
and Conſiſtence, that drome Spirit, which runs 
through all the ſeveral Parts of the Goſpel, 
and animates the Whole, what a fair Claim 


has each Note and Character to the Appro- 
bation 
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bation of rational and intelligent Minds? and 
when taken in a collective View, what addi- 
tional Strength do they give to each other ? 
But becauſe the higheſt Degree of Prabability, 
(I may even ſay of Demonſtration itſelf,) will 
not ſtamp Conviction upon ſome Unbelievers, 


how weak and inconcluſive an Argument is 


this, that there are no ſure Inveſtigations of 


Truth, or no real Signatures of it, becauſe the 


Minds of ſome are hardened againſt all In- 
preſſtons ? 

Such a Train of Reaſoning ſubverts the Na- 
ture and Conſtitution of Things, confounds 
all Diſtinction between good and evil, right 
and wrong, and will be found to terminate in 
univerſal Scepticiſm : If we had no other Rule 
or Standard for our Enquiries than the capri- 
cious Whims and Fancies & Men, there would 
be an End not only of all Religion, but of all 
moral Certainty whatſoever : All would be 
Darkneſs round us, a blank and viſionary 
Scene, a mere Chaos of Abſurdities, without 
any ſure Traces of Unity, Order, Wiſdom or 
Deſign : This id Hypotheſis would bury all 
our Hopes and Comforts, all the beſt Attain- 


ments of Reaſon and Knowledge, even the 


boaſted Arguments of Unbelievers themſelves, 
in the ſame Grave; For what Right would the 
Sceptick have to put on a grave Air of dog- 
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matizing to Others? Out of his own Mouth, 
he confutes himſelf; If Truth is but a vain 
Shadow, what are the empty Phantoms of his 
own raiſing ? What can his own Wiſdom be, 


but Fooh/hneſs indeed ? » 


There cannot be a more illogical Deduction 
in the World than to argue merely from the 
vague Opinions of Men, in Defiance of all 
Evidence whatſoever. This was the -falla- 
cious Method, which Cel/us took to depretiate 
the Goſpel-Scheme ; he infinuated, that there 
were ſo many Sects and Divifions amongſt 


Chriſtians, that the diſtracted Multitude con 


demned themſelves, and had nothing in common 
with each other, but the Name. It the Aﬀer- 
tion had been true, it would have been no 
certain Argument, that the Scriptures were 
falſe; And Origen gives a very rational and 
judicious Anſwer to the Objection, not by 
denying the Charge, but by ſhewing the 
Weakneſs of the Inference drawn from it: He 
tells us, that in Medicine, even amongſt the 
moſt {ſkilful Profeſſors of it, there were various 
Modes of Preſcription, but that theſe are no 
Reaſons for totally rejecting the Arts of Heal- 
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ing; and in Philoſophy, there are various 
Schools, founded upon a Variety of Principles, 


thoſe of Ariſtotle in direct Oppoſition to thoſe . 


of Plato: But is Philoſophy therefore to be 
diſcarded as of no Uility to Mankind? It is 
this very Urility, fays Origen, which ſets Men 
at Variance about it. He farther obſerves, 
that there were many Diviſions amongſt the 
Jeus, who did not all agree in their Interpre- 
tations of the Laws of Moſes and the Prophets; 
and from this Induction of fimilar Inſtances, 
he brings the Application home to the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, which ſeemed, he ſays, not only 
to the mean and /iterate, but even to the 
learned Gracians, to carry in it ſomething great 
and venerable; * Sefts and Herejies therefore 
neceſſarily ſprung up, not through a Spirit of 
Faction and Sedition, but from an earneſt De- 
fire, which prevailed amongſt the Learned, of 
attaining the Knowledge of thoſe Things, 
upon which the Chriſtian Religion chiefly 
depended, 

This was a noble Reply, which carried Rea- 
ſon and a concluſive Force with it; a Line is 
not rait or crooked according to Men's No- 
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tions of it, but according to its real Nature; 
and it is a known Rule in Mathematicks, that 
a Propo/ition once proved to be true, will re- 
main ſo at all Times, and in all Circumſtan- 
ces; The Minds of Men may change, but 
Facts are ſtubborn Things, and the Charac- 
ters ſtamped upon them are indelible. 

How weak therefore was the Reaſoning of 


the Heathen, if upon no other Account, than 


becauſe there were /o many Sets amongſt Chriſ= 
tians, he made this his moſt ardent Wiſh, that 
thus Soul might be with the Philoſophers ? He was 
ready to upbraid Chriſtianity for the Contra- 
riety of Opinions about it, without conſider- 
ing, how much the ſeveral Claſſes of Philoſo- 
phers differed in their Sentiments, and were 
continually waging War with each other. 


Cum tot fint inter Chriſtianos See, Anima mea fit cum 
Philoſophis,—4werrees. 


1 
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SECT. VIII. 


Errors in Religion no Proof,” that the Scriptures 
are too dark and obſcure to be a ſufficient Rule 
of Faith and Manners. 


T muſt be owned, that, if the ſacred Ora- 
cles were wrapped up in ſuch dark Shades 
of Myſtery as not to be penetrated by human 
Underſtanding, this would be a real Blemiſh 
indeed: For how can it be conſiſtent with the 
Wiſdom of the Deity to propoſe to his Crea- 
tures a Rule of Action unintelligible and un- 
edifying? Or with the moral Character of 
Man, to be chained down to a Syſtem of Du- 
ty, which he has neither Capacity to know, nor 
Abilities to perform? But the Goſpel is fo far 
from being ſuch a dark Leſſon of Inſtruction, 
that if it be hid, it is hid to them that are lyſt: 
It zs a high-way, and a Wayfaring Man, though 
a Stranger, ſhall not err therem. 

It cannot be ſaid, that the Hiſtorical Parts 
of Scripture are entangled with many Diffi- 
culties; They are plain and eaſy Narratzves, 
embelliſhed with all the moſt agreeable Orna- 
ments of Brevity, Simplicity, and Perſpicuity. 

The moral and perceptive Parts addreſs them- 
ſelves to our Affections, as well as our Under- 

"oY ſtandings ; 
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ſtandings; and are recommended to us, not in 
a formal didadtic Strain, but in the moſt affect- 
ing and engaging Terms, with a vaſt Variety 
of Beauty here and there interſperſed as in the 
wide Field of Nature. 

We are told indeed by ſome, that the ſpe- 
culative Doctrines of our Religion do not ad- 
mit of an eaſy Explication, and the more Men 
have ſtudied to unravel theſe myſterious 
Truths, the more they are loſt and bewildered 
in their Opinions: But what ſublime and ex- 
alted, what beautiful and conſiſtent Repreſen- 
tations of the Deity are exhibited to us in the 
Scriptures, and ſometimes in a Poetical Dreſs, * 
with Dignity and Majeſty, beyond the utmoſt 
Stretch of human Imagination only! Even the 
Babe in Chriſt has a truer Knowledge of God, 
and of his divine Perfections, than the moſt 
enlightened Philoſophers among the Heathens. 


a This Objection concerning the Ob/carity of the Scriptures 
Mr. Hume has ſhifted off from Fimſelf and artfully put into the 
Mouths of others. — But he dwells fo long upon it, as plainly 
ſhews it to be a favorite Sentiment of his own : Amongſt other 
Things, he obſerves, that ſacred Writ itſelf was involved in fo 
much Obſcurity, was expoſed to ſo many Difficulties, contained ſo ma- 
ny appearing Contradittions, that it was the moſt dangerous Weapon, 
*which could be intruſted into the Hands of the ignorant and giddy 
Multitude.—T hat the Poetical Spirit, in which a great Part of it 
was compoſed, at the ſame Time that it occaſioned Uncertainty in the 
Senſe by its multiplied Tropes and Figures, was ſufficient to kindle the 
Zeal of Fanatici/m, and thereby throw civil Society into the moſt fu- 
rious Combuſtion, —See his Lite of Henry the 8th, p. 201, 202. 


K 2 Many 
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Many Diſputes indeed have aroſe from theſe 
ſpeculative Points; but how often do they pro- 
ceed from metaphyſical Subtleties of Men's 
own deviſing? If there are any real Difficul- 
ties beyond the Line of Man's Underſtanding, 
they don't ariſe from a Defect in the Goſpel- 
Syſtem ; but they are ſuch, as were not in- 
tended to be fully revealed; or the Ob/curity 
proceeds from no other Cauſe but the Gran- 
deur and Sublimity of the Subject. 

Some of the Scripture Prophecies, eſpecial- 
ly thoſe, which are not yet fulfilled, may be 
involved in Darkneſs; but no farther than the 
Nature of ſuch prophetical Anticipations ne- 
ceſſarily require. The Symbols, under which 
they are repreſented, are ſtriking and empha- 
tical, The Figures and Alluſions are ſo point- 
ing, and appoſite to the Subject, that one Pre- 
diction is often a Key to the right Underſtand- 
ing of another; and though it be granted, that 
ſome of them may be /ealed under the Cover 
of Myſtery,--- The Concatenation of Cauſes 
and Effects may be hidden from us, and 
may often puzzle our beſt Enquiries, but 
there may be many wiſe Reaſons for theſe 
wonderful Counſels of God, though be— 
yond the Sphere of human Knowledge : 
The divine Oeconomy will gradually unfold 


itſelf, and the whole progreſſive Scheme 
will 
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will ſhine more and more till the great 
Day of Conſummation. If in the vaſt Ma- 
cbinery of the World, the ſecret Springs of 
Providence were more open to our View, 
what daring Attempts might be formed, to 
interrupt the Miel, to croſs and counteract 
the principal Movements, and, inſtead of Or- 
der and Regularity, to create Confuſion? It is 
well-known, that ſuch was ths Subtlety and 
Impiety of the Apoftate Julian; But how vain 
and ineffectual are the wiſeſt Stratagems of 
Men againſt the Will and Power of the Al- 
mighty? Though the divine Predictions may 
for ſome Ages perhaps be wrapped. up and 
concealed in the dark Womb of Time, yet the 
unexpected Event will throw ſuch a Blaze of 
Evidence upon them, as will much redound 
to the Glory of God, who ruleth over all the 
Kingdoms of Men, and bringethi great and migb- 
ty Things to paſs. 

We are told indeed that in the epiſtalary 
Writings of the Apoſtles, there are many Paſ- 
ſages hard to be underſtood ; But what are 
theſe? They are chiefly of a Controver/fial Na- 
ture, ſuch as had an immediate Relation only 
to the Fews and Gentiles, and in which the 


a See Biſhop Warburton's learned Diſcourſe concerning the 
Earthquake and Fiery Eruption, which defeated Julian's Attempt 
o rebuild the Temple at Jeruſalem. 


moral 


1 FL. 
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moral Conduct of Chriſtians was by no means 
concerned: The local and ſacrificial Terms 
alluding to various Cuſtoms, Dialefts and Fi- 
gures, then in common Uſe, might appear to 
them, to whom they were occaſionally ad- 
dreſſed with great Clearneſs, Elegance, and 
Importance; But to other Profeſſors of the 
Goſpel, who lived in diſtant Ages of the 
World, they might be of little Moment ; and 
from their not having a full Knowledge of 
them, no Inconvenience might ariſe, which 
could affect either their preſent or future 
Happineſs. | 

I ſhall only obſerve, that the ſacred Oracles 
contain in them all Things neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, and theſe are ſet before us in a Light ſo 
ſtrong and irreſiſtible, that there is by no 
means any Want of the falſe Subſidiary Aids, 
which the Church of Rome has grafted upon 
them, and which are only the vaia, fictitious, 
unneceſſary Supplements of human Invention, 
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. 


Errors in Religion no Proofs of the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of a ſupreme Judge, or infallible In- 
terpreter in religious Controverſies. | 


HE. Church of Rome appropriates to 

herſelf many great and ſingular Ad- 
vantages above all other Churches, by which 
ſhe arrogates to herſelf a Right of Dominion 
over the Faith and Conſciences of Men, and 
lords it over the Heritage of God : She pro- 
nounces all who are not within her own Pale 
to be no other than Heretichs and Schiſmaticks, 


and pretends to an excluſive Power of debar- 


ring them from all Poſſibility of Salvation: 
But her own Votaries ſhe places in a ſecure 
impregnable Harbour, out of the Reach of Er- 
ror, in the Arms of Infallibility in this World, 
and in the Bm of Abraham in the World 
to come. 

What a compendious Road to Truth and 
Happineſs is this? What Vinds can diſturb, 
or what Waves moleſt, a Hierarchy built upon 
ſuch a Rock, and ſo well fortified againſt all 
Dangers and Difficulties ? 

But, upon what Bajs does all this boaſted 
Confidence ſtand ? What has this lofty Edi- 

fice 
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fice to ſupport it, but a vain Preſumption, that 
without theſe glorious Privileges, all muſt fall 
to the Ground: The Gery and Splendor of 
the vifible Church (which Bellarmine makes 
a diſtinguiſhing Note of her Truth and Excel- 
lence) could not be preſerved, unleſs ſheltered 
under the Wings of a Supreme Judge or in- 
fallible Interpreter of the Word of God. 

But what is this, but drawing a Picture 
with every Beauty and Ornament, which Art 
can give, and then fancying with a wonderful 
Force of Imagination, that it has a natural 
Likeneſs to the moſt ill-favoured Original? 
Might not every Community of Chriſtians 
pay the ſame Compliment to itſelf, and ſay, 
that theſe Advantages muſt neceſſarily be 
granted by God, becauſe without them, they 
four not flouriſh with proper Dignity and 

randeur ? 

It is eaſy to ſee the Weakneſs of this Argu- 
ment. If it proves any Thing, 1t proves too 
much ; it arraigns the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
God, by ſuppoſing that the ſtanding Rule and 
Meaſure of the divine Oeconomy muſt be 
formed according to the ſeveral Wants and 
Exigencies of his Creatures : Might We not 
as juſtly argue, that we ought to be guarded 
againſt the Power and Influence of Sin as well 


as Error ; that there ought to be no Alloy in 
the 
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the human Conſtitution, no Temptation to 
Evil, nor Poflibility of Seduction, — no Cor- 
ruptions of the Heart as well as the Under- 
derſtanding? | 

And indeed, in civil as well as religious 
Controverſies, great might be the Utility of 
an infallible Arbitrator : Under a Sovereign 
and unerring Tribunal, the Scales of Juſtice 
would be held with an equal Hand, and could 
not preponderate on the wrong Side, in Fa- 
vour of Falſhood and Iniquity : But does it 
follow from hence, that all judicial Proceed- 
ings muſt always be founded upon Equity and 
Righteouſneſs ? 

Does it become Man, or any Aſſembly or 
Succeſſion of Men, however dignified or diſ- 
tinguiſhed, to preſcribe Laws to their Maker? 
or to new-model the Conſtitution of Things 
according to their capricious Notions of Fit- 
neſs or Unfitneſs ? If our Ideas of Expedience 
were made the Standard of divine Adminiſtra- 
tions, how often would the Syſtem of Nature 
be unhinged? How would the Schemes of 
Providence be forced to vary, like Man him- 
ſelf, who is ever ſhifting from Point to Point, 
and Yoffed to and fro with every Wind of Doc- 
trine? 

We are told indeed with a very poſitive Air, 

L that 


* 
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that the true Church cannot err; but this is 
begging the Queſtion ; and infers no more than 
that the Church, while it is in the Right, can- 
not be in the Wrong. 

But where are the Specimens of this pre- 
tended Infallibility? What unerring Com- 
ments upon the Scriptures have been pro- 
duced? Even the Latin vulgate Bible is full of 
the groffeſt Errors and Miſtakes, though de- 
clared authentick and canonized by the Coun- 
cil of Trent; corrected by one Pope, and re- 
viſed by another : So many are the Corrup- 
tions of this holy Catholick Church, that ſhe 
is ſelf-condemned, her own Frauds and Im- 
poſtures retort upon her, and loudly refute 
her high Claim to an infallible Spirit : If we 
judge from Fadis, her pretended Unity is but a 
Heap of Contradictions. Diſſentions and 
Divifions have been ſo multiplied amongſt 
the profeſſed Members of this as well as other 
Communions, that there is no uninterrupted 
Harmony of Sentiments amongſt them, of 
which the ſtill undecided Controverſies be- 
tween the Janſeniſts and Moliniſts are flagrant 
—_ | | 


2 A. D. 15. 
b Pope Situs. 
Clement A. D. 1592. 


it 
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If we aſk, where the ſupreme infallible 
Authority is lodged ? Is it in the Pope, the 
Councils or the diffuſive Body of the Church? 
This is a Knot hard to be untied ; The Seat 
of this infallible Determiner is not yet abſo- 
lutely determined: It has no real Exiſtence, ex- 
cept where it firſt began, in the Imagination 
only. 
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er. X 


Errors in Religion not inconſiſtent with the Pro- 
miles of Scripture, but truly agreeable to the 
expreſs Declarations of it. 


her Head, the Church of Rome has 

been wanting in no Pains nor Artifi- 
ces: She knows, that this Dignity, if once ſe- 
cured, muſt gain the Palm of Viclory at once, 
and exalt her Eccleſiaſtical Kingdom above all 
other Kingdoms upon Earth. 

With this View, ſhe pretends to derive her 
Charter from the Broad-Seal of Heaven itſelf. 
--- How often are we told, that the Scriptures 
themſelves declare, that the Church is the Pil- 
lar and Ground of Truth, that all the Powers 
of Darkneſs, even the Gates of Hell itſelf, ſhall 
not prevail againſt her, and that Chrift will be 
always with her, even to the Ends of the 
World ? Theſe indeed are the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, and will to all true Chriſtians, be heir 
Hope, their Foy, their Crown of Rejoicing. 

But what Right has the Church of Rome to 
appropriate theſe Bleſſings to herſelf, in Pre- 


ference to all other Churches ? She is only a 
Branch, 


TN put the Crown of Infallibility upon 
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Branch, (and a very corrupt one too) of the 
Univerſal Church of Chriſt. 

The Promiſes are general and indefinite, not 
given to one particular Community of Chriſ- 
tians, but to the whole collective Body, to 
the Catholick Church indiſcriminately. And 
indeed they ought to be underſtood with ſome 
peculiar Reſtrictions, not as implying an abſo- 
late indefectible Security againſt all Errors 
whatſoever, but a general Preſervation of the 
Goſpel in all Ages, and in Defiance of all its 
Enemies. 

We know, that particular Churches may 
fail ; the Jewiſh Church, the ſeven mentioned 
by St. John, and many others, both in the Eaft 
and Weſt, are now no more: their Candleſticks 
are removed; and that of Rome may poſſibly 
ſhare the ſame Fate. That hereditary, inde- 
feaſible, and unalienable Right, which is chal- 
lenged with ſuch an imperious Claim, may be 
given to other Heirs of the Vineyard. 

The multiplied Errors and Corruptions of 
this, or indeed of any other particular Society 
of Chriſtians, are ſo far from being inconſiſt- 
ent with the Evangelical Promiſes, that they 
were expreſſly foretold both by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. It is impaſſible, ſaid our Saviour to 


his Diſciples, but that Offences will come. 
& Huch, 
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4c Such, ſays a learned Paraphraſt, * is the State 


of Things, and the Wickedneſs of Men, that it 
is morally impoſſible, but Offences will came; 
It muſt needs happen, that Schiſins and Divifions 
Factions and falſe Doctrines, Contentions and 
Per ſecutious will ariſe, whereby humble and well 
meaning Chriſtians may be ſeduced, or terrified 
from the Practice of their Duty ; and it is not 
agreeable to the Wiſdom or Deſigns of Providence 
in his Government of this preſent World to hinder 
theſe Things by the continual Interpeſs tion of his 
extraordinary and miraculous Power.” 

The Kingdom of Heaven is by a very apt Si- 
militude compared 70 4 Net, caſt into the Sea, 
which gathereth of every Kind, Mat. xiii. 47. 
or to a Field, where the Tares and Corn grow 
up together: In a great Houſe, ſays St. Paul, 
meaning the Church of the living God, there 
are not only Veſſels of Gold and of Silver, but al- 
fo of Wood and of Earth,* and ſome to Honour, 
and ſome to Diſhonour. And the tame Apoſtle, 
when he heard of the unhappy Diviſions in 
the Church of Corinth, was ſo far from conſi- 
dering them as uncommon and unexpected 
Events, that he not only ſignified his ready 
Belief of them, but pointed out a peculiar 


a Dr. Clarke upon Luke the 17th, v. I. 
® 2 Tim. e. 2. v. 20. 
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Advantage arifing from them; There muſt, 
fays he, be Herefies among ft you, that They, 
which are approved, may be made manifeft, that 
the Virtues of true Believers may ſhinc with 
the more diſtinguiſhed Luſtre, 

By the wiſe Direction of Providence, Good 
is often extracted out of Evil; and what can 
more adorn the Triumphs of Truth than its 
Contraſt with Falſhood ? How many excel- 
lent Vindications of the Chriſtian Faith have 
entirely owed their Birth to the falſe Cavils 
and Objections of Unbelievers ? As in the na- 
tural World, Storms and Tempeſts fulfil the Word 
of God, ſo in the moral Sytem, the Fierceneſs 
of Man, O Lord, ſhall turn to thy Praiſe, and 
the Fierceneſs of them ſhalt thou reſtrain. 

It may indeed be ſaid, that if the Church 
of Chriſt was pure and wndefiled in all its Parts, 
free from all the Evils of Hereſy, Schi/m, Fac- 
tion and Sedition, without Spot or Wrinkle or 
any ſuch Thing, it would be a glorious Church 
indeed, reſembling that heavenly Feruſalem, the 
holy City of God; but the Scriptures conſider 
Men, as they really are, according to the ge- 
nuine Frame and Conſtitution of Nature : 
They neither depreciate its Dignity, nor ſet it 
off with falſe and artificial Colourings. 


a 1 Cor. 11. 19. 
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Since therefore a Diverſity of Opinions is as 
natural to Man, as a Difference of Complex- 
ion, and the ſacred Oracles inſtead of hiding 
theſe Blemiſhes forewarns us of them, as the 
common Lot of Mankind, what can be a higher 
Pitch of Arrogance and Preſumption than for 
any Church to monopolize to itſelf all Purity 
and Perfection, and to exalt itſelf not qnly 
above human Nature, but above all that is 
called God? How much better would it be- 
come a Church, which is itſelf overſpread with 
Idolatry and Superſtition, to cleanſe and pu- 
rify herſelf from her own Filthingſe, than to 


brand the Profeſſors of other Communions 


with the odious Names of Heretichs and Schi/- 
maticks, for no other Reaſon, than becauſe they 
will not yield a blind implicit Obedience to 
to the uſurped Authority of the See of Rome, to 
that domineering Spirit of Infa/lbility, which, 
though the main Support of the whole Fabrick 
of Popery, is really built upon the Ruins of 
Common Senſe as well as Religion ? 


Er 
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Ser. 


Errors in Religion no Argument, that Proteſt- 
ants have not ſufficient Helps far the right 
Underſtanding of the Scriptures. 


HE blind Votaries of the Church of 
Rome, like common Soldiers in an Ar- 
my, follow that long beaten Track, which is 
chalked out for them by their Commanders ; 
but it is the Glory of Proteſtants, to judge for 
themſelves, and to make the Scriptures their 
proper Rule of Enquiry, without putting Oral 
and unwritten Traditions upon an equal Foot 
of Authority with them. 

Indeed, the primitive Fathers, when Here- 
ſies ſprang up in the Church, were wanting in 
no Pains to bar the Inlet of all erroneous Opi- 
nions ; --- They often appealed to Catholick 
Tradition ; Its Name was held among them as 
ſacred and venerable ; But what are the pre- 
tended Traditions of the Romaniſts? only a 
Hear-ſay Evidence of fallible and fallacious 
Men, who make themſelves Witneſſes and 
Judges in their own Cauſe, and ſet up a Rule 
above the Scriptures in Support of their own 
novel Devices; Whereby they fruſtrate the 

M Grace, 
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Grace, and make the Commandments of God of 
none Effect. 

Neither do Proteſtants ſacrifice their Reaſon 
to the arbitrary Deciſions of Councils, as well 
knowing, that theſe have often contradicted 
each other, that they are compounded of In- 
dividuals, who, as Men, are liable to Errors, 
that they have been often influenced by cor- 
rupt Views, and have ſtamped their publick 
Seal upon the moſt abſurd and erroneous Opi- 
nions. 

The Word of God is the Proteſtant Rule of 
Faith, which ſtands firmeſt upon its own Ba- 
ſis; and all adventitious Props which have not 
this for their true Foundation, viz. the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief Corner-Stone, (though they may add to 
the Heighth and Grandeur of the Building) 


can give it no real, nor ſolid Strength. 


Upon theſe Principles, we think it our Du- 


ty to ſhew our/efves Men, to act as rational 
Creatures, to call no Man Maſter upon Earth, 
to flir up the Gift, that is in us, to neglect no 
natural nor ſpiritual Means of Ediſication, and 
to direct our Enquiries by no falſe Standards, 
but by the ſacred Oracles of God, which were 
given by Inſpiration, and are profitable for Doc- 
trine, for Reproof, for Crrection, for Inſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be 


Pereſel 
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perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 
2 Ep. to Tim. c. iii. v. 16, 17. 
And as the Door to all rational Evidence 
is open to us, we can truly ſay, that in the Il- 
luſtration of the Scriptures no Pains have been 
ſpared, by copious Paraphraſes, uſeful Com- 
ments, and judicious Annotations ; The origi- 
nal Languages have been happily explored, the 
Idioms, Figures and various Alluſions have been 
explained with the greateſt Accuracy and Pre- 
ciſion; The Senſe of Antiquity, the Opinions 
of the Fathers, and the Teſtimony of pro- 
phane as well as ſacred Writers have been ex- 
amined and compared: Parallel Places have 
been ſet before us, and various Readings, col- 
lated with uncommon Diligence and Fidelity; 
ſeeming Contradictions have been reconciled, 
the Harmony of the ſeveral Parts has been 
clearly pointed out, and ill- grounded Objec- 
tions anſwered with great Propriety and 
Strength of Reaſon ; The moſt difficult Paſſages 
have been elucidated, developed from all Per- 
plexity, and the faireſt Interpretations have 
been given according to the moſt ſober Rules 
of Criticiſm, agreeably to the eſtabliſhed Cuſ- 
toms and Uſages of the Country, or to the 
Genius, Scope and Intention of the ſacred 
Writers, by a juſt and collateral View of the 
Context, by comparing ſpiritual Things with 
M 2 ſpiritual, 
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ſpiritual, the old Teſtament with the new, and 
by ſhewing the regular and uniform Contex- 
ture of the Whole, according to the Anahbog y 
of Faith. 

It may be aſked perhaps, what do all theſe 
Efforts of critical Knowledge and Sagacity a- 
vail ? The Romani/ts will not allow, that (tho 
we ſeek for this Pearl of great Price, and dig 
or it as for had Treaſures }) we ſhall be ever able 
to find it, unleſs we are guided by that C/ue of 
Infallibility, or rather Abſurdity, which they, 
in Charity to our Souls would offer to us : But 
we have not ſo /exarned Chriſt, nor can we give 
up the Dictates of Reaſon as well as the ſacred 
Oracles of God, at ſo eaſy a Rate, and upon 
ſuch precarious Terms. 

It muſt indeed be owned, that there have 
been various Debates and Controverſies a- 
mongſt Chriſtians of all Denominations, Pro- 


teftants, as well as Papi/ts ; Many Hereſies have 


ſprung up within the Walls of our own Sanc- 


tuary ; Even Learning itſelf has been ſome- 
times proſtituted to baſe and ſiniſter Deſigns, 
and that which ought to be the Shield of 
Truth has been made the unhappy Inſtrument 
of evil Opinions : But have there not been 
heterodox, Notions in all Enquiries, and in 
all Ages wnatſoever, even in the Times of the 


Apoſtles? Has not every Page even in the 
| Book 
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Book of Nature as well as in the ſacred Vo- 
lumes been blotted and disfigured with them? 
There is nothing ſo abſurd, which ſome mi- 
nute Theologians as well as Philoſophers have 
not maintained, 

But the Abuſe of Reaſon is no Argument a- 
gainſt the U/e of it; We may as well pretend, 
that 2w/hole/ome Food (becauſe it may be caſually 
corrupted by Poiſon) does not contribute to the 
Support and Nouriſhment of the Body, as that 
the Knowledge of the Scriptures (becauſe they 
may be defiled by Heretical Opinions) do not 
contribute to the Health and Preſervation of 
the Soul. 

In this our Yineyard, nothing more could be 
done, than has been done: No Care nor Labour 
has been wanting, there has been no Negle& 
of Culture, that the good Seed when ſown upon 
good Ground, may bring forth Fruit abundantly. 

Let us not therefore miſtake the Tree, that 
bears it: If we loo for Grapes, and behold wild 
Grapes, whence comes the original Growth of 
theſe ill-favoured Productions? Tt is to be 
feared, that they are generally rooted in the 
Hearts of Men, the common Nurſeries of I- 
norance and Error, as well as Vice and Sen- 


ſuality. 
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SECT. XI. 


Errors in Religion no Reaſon for the Obſtruction 
of Free Enquiry, nar for the Or of 
Compulſive Meaſures. 


HE Artillery of the Church of Rome is 
not yet exhauſted ; It is with great Po- 
licy conſidered, that Reaſon and Argument 
are but feeble Weapons, and that when employ- 
ed in the Cauſe of Falſbood, they often blunt 
their own Edge; but Anathemas, Depoſitions, 
Confiſcations, Bulls of Excommunication, and 
all the ſanguinary Meaſures of Perſecution, eſ- 
pecially that formidable Tribunal the Ingui/- 
tion, are of a more operative and irreſiſtible 
Nature, a much more deciſive Method to ſub- 
due the rebellious Spirits of Men, and to com- 
mand Obedience, than the ſlow and tedious 
Proceſs of Argumentation which ſeldom works 
Convittion, or if it does, it is but by halves and 
by gentle Degrees. 

If therefore all the Volumes in the Vatican 
cannot prove the Tenets of Popery, its Thun- 
der can do more; This is thought to be a ne- 
ver- failing Buttreſi, which can ſtand againſt 
the ſtrongeſt Efforts of Truth, and the moſt 
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When a Church is ſo defiled with Errors 
and Corruptions in its Doctrine and Worſhip, 
and founded upon ſuch arbitrary, tyrannical 
and unchriſtian Principles, a Separation from 
it is certainly juſtifiable, and is ſo far from de- 
ſerving the Title of Schi, that it is a neceſ- 
ſary Act of Obedience to God, rather than 
Man. Notwithſtanding the ſecret Whiſpers 
of Peace, or the loud Calls of Order, Unity or 
any Spiritual Juriſdiction whatſoever, the Voice 
of Truth is ſacred above all, and ought to 
have a powerful Efficacy in herſelf alone to 
engage the Attention of all rational Creatures. 
The Uſe of private Judgment is our Birth- 
right, to which all have an equal Claim : 
There is no Charter more antient than that of 
religious Liberty; It is cozval with Reli- 
gion ; and not only Reaſon gives a Sanction 
to it, but it is ſealed by the divine Authority 
of God himſelf; This is that peculiar Bleſ- 
ſing, which the Goſpel has beſtowed upon us, 
that Liberty, wherewith Chriſt has made us 
free ; by which we are to underſtand, not a li- 
centious Freedom of trampling upon any ſa- 
cred Laws, either of human or divine Ap- 
pointment, but a ſober, ſincere, and diſpaſ- 
ſionate Deſire of finding the right Path, and 
of walking in it according to the beſt Direc- 
tion of our own Conſciences; And if we 
have 
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have a right of judging for ourſelves, it muſt 
be allowed, that all Attempts to rob us of this 
ineſtimable Bleſſing by Force and Violence, is 
Tyranny and Deſpotiſm, the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and the Bond of Iniquity. 

Let us now reflect but one Moment upon 
former Times, upon the Racks and Tortures 
and upon all the Horrors of Perſecution, 
which Chriſtians ſuffered under the Heather 
Emperors, how does common Humanity ſhud- 
der at this Reflection? 

Indeed when Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed, 
it tended much to humanize the Tempers of 
Men and to ſoften their Principles with Can- 
dor and Moderation ; Some of the moſt zea- 
lous Gentiles, who lived in the Times of the 
firſt Chriſtian Emperors, were not only allowed 
the Freedom of private Sentiment, bvt were 
admitted into civil Offices of the higheſt Truſt 
and Honour; Some had the Privilege of teach- 
ing the polite Arts, and of carrying on their 
learned Lectures upon Philoſophy, with much 
Honour and Applauſe; and we dont find, that 
either Porphyry or Proclus, though the bitter- 
eſt Enemies of the Go/þe/, ſuſtained any Injury 


in their Perſons from the unjuſt and malicious 


Aſperſions, which they caſt upon all Chriſtians. 
But even theſe Times were blackened with 


various Inſtances of Seyerity and Cruelty. 
Conſtantine 
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Conſtantine himſelf did not ſtrictly adhere to 
the Edict, which was publiſhed by him and 
Licinius. Under the Sons of Conſtantine, ſome 
ſeverer Laws were enacted, and in the Theo- 
doſian Code, we find, that Sacrifices were ab- 
ſolutely forbid under the Penalty of Death 
itſelf. 

Some of the Emperors indeed were re- 
markable for the Lenity of their Government, 
they afforded to the Pagans the Liberty of 
enjoying their own Rites, their Temples, and 
the Solemnities belonging to them; but if we 
ſtep a little lower to the Times of © Theodoftus, 
Perſecution lifted up its Standard with great 
Severity, and indeed the ſame unchriſtian Spi- 
rit ſeldom reſted till the entire overthrow of 
Paganiſm. What Pity is it, that Chriſtianity 
ſhould be ſtained with ſuch Blemiſhes, ſo con- 
trary to its Genius and Temper, to the Bene- 
volence and Purity of its Doctrines? and much 
greater Reaſon have we to lament the Strife 
and Contention, the many Factions and Di- 
viſions, which have continually diſturbed the 
Peace of the Chriſtian Church, ſtrictly verify- 
ing the Words of the Prophet, and of Chriſt 


a A. D. 313. 
d Jovian, Valentinian, Valens. 
© 331. 
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himſelf, that a Man's Enemies are the Men of 
our own FHouſhold ? 

Happy is it for us, that the preſent Times 
are in this, if not in other reſpects, much me- 
liorated by the kind and benign Influence of 
that Religion, which is pure and peaceable, gen- 
tle and eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy and 
good Fruits, without Partiality and without Hy- 
pocriſy. It is well known, that our civil Inſti- 
tutions breath a much ſofter Spirit than here- 
tofore ; and, if ſome Laws {till remain, which 
may be thought to bear too hard upon the 
Conſciences of Men, it may be juſtly obſerved, 
that their Eage is in a great Meaſure taken off 
by their being ſeldom put in Execution : The 
Toleration-Act is the Baſis of religious Free- 
dom, and may not improperly be called the 
chief-Corner-Stone in the Temple of Liberty : 
By this wiſe Inſtitution, they who differ from 
us in Opinion, are happily exempted, not on- 
ly from the Penalty, but the Crime of Non- 
Conformity: Publick Wiſdom looks down upon 
them rather with the Smz/es than the Frowns 
of its Countenance. 

I ſhall only obſerve that Compuljion, * con- 
ſidered only as a Political Engine, is a Weapon 


Non eſt opus Vi et Injuria ; Quia Religio cogi non poteſt; 
Verbis potius quam Verberibus res agenda eſt, ut fit Voluntas. 
Lactant. Lib. 5 P- 478. 
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by no Means adapted for the Support of Spe- 
culative Opinions; The Conſciences of Men are 
not amenable to human Tribunals, which may 
indeed controul their outward Actions, and 
may poſſibly make them Hypocrites, but no 
outward Force and Violence can change the 
inward Principles of the Heart, or ſtamp In- 
preſſions upon it contrary to its own Convictians. 

The Schemes of Perſecution never can be 
juſtified for the Fear of Conſequences, nor ſanc- 
tified by any holy Pretences whatſoever. Ne- 
ceſſity indeed has been often pleaded; Ei- 
ther the private Edification of Chriſtians, or 
the publick Honour of an eſtabliſhed Syſtem has 
been often urged, eſpecially by the Church of 
Rome, as Reaſons for the Exertion of com- 
pulſive Meaſures, but that Hrerarchy, which 
has ſuch Pillars to ſupport it, though adorned 
with all the outward Ornaments of Splendor 
and Magnificence, muſt ſtand upon a falſe and 
rotten Foundation, the Ruins of Liberty as 
well as Religion. 


N 2 
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er. 


Errors in Religion no reaſonable Cauſes for im- 
peaching either the Wiſdom or Goodneſs of 
God, or the moral Excellence of Human 
Nature. 


* Men were always bewildered in an inex- 
tricable Labyrinth, and had no Clue, by 
which they might direct their Steps through 
the various Mazes of Error, this would be a 
dark and melancholy State indeed, that of 
mere Animals without Underſtanding, with- 
out any rational Grounds of Hope or Comfort, 
But the great Author of our Being has not 
left us without Witneſs, neither is it any Reflec- 
tion upon his moral Character, that we are not 
endowed with abſolute and unerring Perfec- 
tion ; This would: be above the Condition of 
created Beings, and by no means conſiſtent 
with a State of Trial and Diſcipline. The very 
Idea of a probationary State implies a Freedom 
of Will, a voluntary Choice of the rational 
Means of Conviction ; and when well-direced, 
a Free Aſent to the Evidence of Truth: If 
our Faculties were chained down by Fate, or 
determined by mere Neceſlity, what Merit 
.could 
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could there be in judging right, or what De- 
merit in judging wrong? What would be the 
whole Frame of Man, but a Piece of Me- 
chaniſm, bound to act as its Maker pleaſes, and 
governed only by artificial Springs, without 
any moral or ſelf-moving Principle? 

But here the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
are diſplayed, not leſs in the intellectual Syſ- 
tem, than in the natural, not leſs in the in- 
ward Conſtitution of Man, than in the out- 
ward Beauty and Harmony, which are viſible 
in the Things of this World: Though all are 
liable to Errors, and many may be given up to 
flrong Deluſions to believe a Lie, yet it cannot be 
ſaid, that the divine Oeconomy bears any 
blameable Part in theſe Imperfections, which 
will appear if we conſider the ſuperior Excel- 
lence of Man above all other ſublunary Beings! 
We are formed after the Image of God himſelf, 
with the faireſt Principles of Nature, the moſt 
kind inſtinctive Impreſſions, with a moral 
Senſe and Love of Truth, and with Faculties 
ſo congenial to our Duty, that, if no Prejudice 
perverts our Judgment of Things, we cannot 
behold the attracting Charms of Virtue with- 
out Admiration ; We are not only capable of 
diſcerning the Relations and Fitneſſes of 
Things, but at firſt View, they engage our 


Affections, and ſo happily coincide with our 
Nature, 
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Nature, as we are rational Creatures, that the 
internal Principle of Conſcience, as a Light, 
a Witneſs and a Fudge, gives a Sanction to all 
our moral Obligations. 

When we- turn our Thoughts towards the 
excellent Gifts and Endowments of the Mind, 
how much is the dar Side of our Conſtitution 
enlivened? When human Nature is weighed 
in a fair Scale, and the rational as well as ani- 
mal Powers are juſtly ballanced one againſt the 
other, upon a due Poiſe, how much greater 
Reaſon have we to admire than to lament the 
Situation we are in? to adore the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of the great Parent of Mankind ra- 
ther than to repine at any Diſorders and De- 
fects, which are neceſſarily inherent in our 
Frame and Conſtitution ? 

Some indeed are apt to indulge their gloomy 
Imaginations too much, and to paint human 
Nature in the blackeſt Colours, with all the 
hideous Marks of Ignorance and Deformity, 
as though we were doomed by an unavoidable 
and irrefiſtible Decree to grope in Darkneſs 
without a Guide, or any ſure Grounds of Con- 


ſolation ; but how little do they underſtand of 
the genuine Beauty and Dignity of the human 
Mind? which may indeed be diſtorted into 
many ugly Features and Reſemblances, but in 


its true Original, (as it comes out of our Ma- 
ker's 
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ker's Hands) it is fair and lovely, /ttle lower 


than the Angels themſelves; God has made Man 


upright, but they have ſought out many Inven- 
710NsS. 

With regard to the divine Being, we can- 
not indeed find out the Almighty to Perfection; 
but by a proper Exerciſe of Reaſon, we are 
able to form our Ideas, and to raiſe our 
Thoughts from the Efe#s to the ſupreme 
Cauſe, and though we cannot diſcover all the 
intermediate Ties of Connexion, yet we know 
by the moſt clear and undeniable Evidence, 
that there muſt be one ſupreme unoriginated 
Cauſe of all Things, a neceſſary, ſelf-exiſtent 
and independent Being. 

Indeed many intricate Ways of Providence 
are beyond the Sphere of human Comprehen- 
ſion; Such Knowledge is too wonderful for us, 
we cannot attain unto it ; but notwithſtanding 
theſe Infirmities, we are capable of diſcerning 
many viſible Footſteps of Harmony and De- 
ſign, many Traces of infinite Wiſdom, Good- 


neſs and Power within, as well as without us, 


throughout the whole Syſtem of Nature; and 


theſe Reflexions, theſe happy Diſcoveries, it is 
in our own Power to apply, and to draw juſt 
and reaſonable Concluſions from them, to the 
Improvement of Virtue, to the Honour of Re- 
ligion, and to the Praiſe and Glory of God. 
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SECT. XIV. 


The Concluſion with Inferences from the whole. 


HE many wild and heterodox Opinions, 
which have diſgraced human Reaſon, 
defiled the Purity of the Goſpel, and diſturbed 
the Peace of the Chriſtian Church, may afford 
us a very uſeful Leſſon of Inſtruction, and like 
Poiſon, when corrected, may become a very 
ſalutary Medicine: The more erroneous Princi- 
ples abound, the more ought we to walk cir- 
cumſpectly, not as Fools, but as wiſe. Amidſt 
ſo many controverted Points and ſuch multi- 
plied Diviſions amongſt Men, it ought to be 
our firſt and greateſt Concern, to ſearch the 
Scriptures, as the Bereans did, with Diligence 
and Impartiality, that we may be able to at- 
tain a right Underſtanding of thoſe pure and 
incorrupt Fountains of Truth and Knowledge. 
Indeed from this ſacred Original the Ro- 
maniſts themſelves pretend to derive moſt of 
their peculiar Doctrines, but they are too apt 
to handle the Word of God deceitfully, and in- 
ſtead of founding their Church upon the Au- 
thority of the Scriptures, they make the Scrip- 


tures ſubſervient to the Intereſt of the Church; 
Sometimes 
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Sometimes they make uſe of all their critical 
Sagacity, or rather their Jeſuitical Sophiſtry 
either to put a literal Conſtruction upon figu- 
rative and metaphorical Expreſſions, or at other 
Times to allegorize the Letter, and to hide the 
moſt plain and obvious Truths under the dark 
veil of Myſtery. 

The fame Artifices are too often made uſe 
of by Unbelievers, who twiſt and: torture the 
ſacred Oracles, with no other View than to' 
find out Blemiſhes inſtead of Beauties, to in- 
vent Contradictions without any Regard to 
the Analogy of Faith, and to ſet the vain Rea- 
ſonings of Men, above the Wiſdom of God 
himſelf. When theſe perverſe Diſputers are 
armed with a few trifling Objections, with 
what Pride do they march into the Field of 
Controverſy, diſpute boldly and outbrave the 
Truth with daring Inſolence and Impiety ? 
What are theſe high Boaſtings, but Ie Waters 
running apace, which owe their Roughneſs and 
Rapidity, not to their Depth but Shallowneſs ? 
and how often do we find that none but 
Straus can ſwim upon the Surface? 

But true Scripture Knowledge, like the 
Fountain from whence it ſprings, is deep and 
clear, as well as calm and ſerene ; Out of its 
Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water, and he, 
that drin&eth, ſhall never thirſt. --- Fohr vii. 38. 

O 2”, The 
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2”, The Multiplicity of Errors, which have 
infeſted the Church in all the ſeveral Ages 
of the Goſpel, though generally arifing from 
too much Levity, or Perverſeneſs of Spirit, 
may ſometimes be conſidered in a more favo- 
rable Light, as not ſo much the Iflues of a 
depraved Will, as of a weak and miſguided 
Underſtanding : In ſuch Caſes, where there are 
no Symptoms of heretical Depravity, there is 
certainly Room for Lenity and Indulgence : 
We ſhall always find, that Gentleneſs, Can- 
dor, and the tender ſoftenings of Chriſtian 
Charity, are the moſt likely Means of recom- 
mending Truth, and of putting to Silence the 
Ignorance of fooliſh Men. 

But when a Man's Principles are ſtiffened 
with Self-Conceit and Bigotry, the beſt Argu- 
ments will loſe much of their Force. The 
proud: Orthodoxy, which deſpiſes others, will 
be always held in Contempt; that narrow Ri- 
gidneſs of Spirit, which never looks with a 
tender Eye upon the Errors and Failings of 
other Men, is neither becoming the Character 
of the Gentlemen, the Scholar, or the Chriſtian ; 
It is contrary to that Elegance and Delicacy of 
Manners, which ought to diſtinguiſh the Fr, 
to'that liberal Freedom of Enquiry, which the 
ſecond requires in the Proſecution of his own 


Studies, and to that humane, benign and ge- 
nerous 
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nerous Principle of Love, which is the true 
Characteriſtick of a Chriſtian. 

Of what a different Genius and Complexion 
is that Charity, which beareth all Things, be- 
hieveth all Things, bopeth all Things, endureth all 
Things ?--- 1 Cor. Xiii. 7. 

55 and laſtly, In this Age, when ſo many 
erroneous Opinions abound, and are diſſemi- 
nated with ſo much Zeal both by Popiſh E- 
miſſaries, and the unhappy Patrons of Infide- 
lity, how much does it concern all, who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, to ld faſt the Form of 
found Words, and to contend earneſtly for the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints? If ſo much 
Pains are taken in the Cauſe of Falſbood, ſure- 
ly, that of Truth demands the utmoſt Efforts 
of our Care and Afﬀiduity. The Laws of God 
ought not to be ſacrificed to the vain Imagina- 
tions of Men, --- to any Ręæſpect of Perſons, --- 
or to any Views of ſecular Intereſt ; but every 
Article of the Faith ſhould be preſerved invi- 
olate ; Every Jot and Tittle of the Law ſhould 
be adhered to with Truth, Fidelity and Perſe- 
verance. 

It is the Glory of Proteſtants, to receive 
from the Hands of their Anceſtors the Bible 
pure and undefiled ; but if they abuſe this ſa- 
cred Depofit ; if they ſwerve from the Farth, 
and apoſtatize from their Religion, how ſhall 

O 2 they 
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they eſcape, if they. neglect ſo great Salvation? 
What will a Reformation from Rgpery avail 
them, if they are wnreformed in other Points, 


and run into other Errors no Jeſs. injurious to 


the true Intereſt of the Goſpel? It was the 
boaſted Plea of the Emperor Julian,“ (when 
with great Art and Subtlety he addreſſed, him- 
ſelf to the Alexandrians that he himſelf till 
twenty Years of Age, had been bred up in the 
Principles of Chriſtianity; but this was an Arr 
gument, which highly aggravated his Crime, 
and hereby he ſigned his Condemnation with 
his own Hand; And the ſame may be, faid 


of Proteſtants in a more eſpecial Manner, if 


they deſert the Truth, and do not 4o/d faſt the 
Profeſſion of their Faith without wavering.;'how 
is their Guilt enhanced beyond all Excuſe ? 
What Cloke can they have for a Sin ſo aeg 
ing fiuſul? 

The true Proteſtant, if he would YE in 
Conformity to that moſt defirable Character, 
will be ſo far from having any Tincture of an 
heretical or ſchiſmatical Spirit, that he will 
be ſteady in his Purſuits of Truth, and parti, 
cularly careful to low the Things, which make 
for Peace: He will pay indeed a due Regard 
to Antiquity, tothe Opinions of the Learned, 
to the publick Wiſdom of that Community, of 


Julian Ep. ;t. p. 432. . 


Heretical Opinions. 101 
which he is a Member, and to the private In- 
ſtructions of good and ſincere Chriſtians; but 
under juſt and reaſonable Reſtrictions only: 
He will not ſacrifice his Liberty, or give up 
his Faith blindly and implicitly with a ſupine 
Obedience to human Authority, but fo far 
only as is conſiſtent with Reaſon, guided and 
directed by the ſacred Oracles of God; and 
the ſame liberal and ingenuous Enquiry into 
the Truths of Religion, which he challenges 
to himſelf, he will be as ready to grant to 
other Chriſtians ; he will neither ſubmit to 
any lordly Dominion over his own Conſcience, 
nor will he frame Fetters for the Underſtand- 
ing and Conſciences of other Men. 

I ſhall conclude the whole with the laſt 
Words of a famous Lutheran Divine, I de- 
fire, ſays he, to die under Feſus Chriſt, Head of 
the Church, in the true Catholick Faith, in the 
Love of all, that ſerve and love God, the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, I will not condemn any, that 
err in unneceſſary Truths, and hope, God will 
pardon me, if I have committed Errors of this 
Nature. 


* Calixtus born 1562 in Holftein at Me. delburgb. 
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